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 Most of the world’s people today seem to be monotheistic. Three of the great faiths -

Muslim, Christian, and Judaism - worship one God. This puts certain demands on their followers 

that are not present in other faiths. One rabbi has said that monotheism was the beginning of 

civilization itself. Worshipping one God does not lead to the moral and ethical buck passing that 

worshipping many gods’ offers. 
 

 Yet, there is a theologian from Vanderbilt University who stunned me and rocked my 

complacent pride.  She said that we, as Protestant and Catholic Christians were good at explaining 

God as Father and Patriarch.  That didn't shock me.  She went on to say that we have totally 

neglected the images of God from our Bible that relate to his being mother, lover, and friend.  That 

stung me. 
 

 The prophet Isaiah reminded the nation that God was faithful.  As a Father?  Not really.  

Listen: Isa. 49:15 Can a woman forget her nursing child, or show no compassion for the child of 

her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you.  Isa. 66:13  As a mother comforts her 

child, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem. Solomon with all his 

chauvinism is careful to include motherly instructions to each of us:  Prov. 15:20  A wise child 

makes a glad father, but the foolish despise their mothers. Many of his instructions to us sound 

like a mother's words.  
 

 Prov. 19:27 Cease straying, my child, from the words of knowledge, in order that you may 

hear instruction.  Prov. 23:15 My child, if your heart is wise, my heart too will be glad.  Prov. 

23:19 Hear, my child, and be wise, and direct your mind in the way.  Prov. 23:26 My child, give 

me your heart, and let your eyes observe my ways.  
 

 Presbyterian standards ask us to know God as spirit and common sense tells us that spirit is 

free from gender.  Let us therefore demand from ourselves that we look at both the masculine 

concerns and the feminine hopes for all of us.   

 

1.  We must, first of all, see ourselves as children.  



 Jesus' disciples were arguing over who would be the greatest.  In Luke, he places a child in 

their midst and explains that they must be willing to accept a child to accept him.  Later Mark has 

Jesus explain more carefully: (Mk 10:15) Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 

God as a little child will never enter it."  In Matthew, Jesus tells us what a childlike characteristic 

he is looking for - humility. It is not the kind of humility that downgrades us or causes us to feel 

helpless. It is childlike humility: Mt. 18:4 Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest 

in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

 One small and simple illustration. You have heard of the man who attempted to assemble 

the toy without first reading the instructions. Seems that the very part that was left over was the 

one that caused it to work. A child will ask for help if he doesn't know how to do something. Do 

we? 
 

 Throughout the Bible, and especially in the Gospels, the call of God to us is one of strength 

and faithfulness on God's part and one of humble submission on our part. Over and over the 

children of Israel said to their God: "We know better.  We will do it on our own. We will worship 

other gods. We will lord it over others and keep God's salvation for ourselves." In the New 

Testament, Christ’s request of us is clear - follow me. We are His ambassadors only if we are His 

servants. We are God's children and Jesus' sheep. If not a child, then we aren't God's.  If not a 

sheep, we aren't a part of His flock. 
 

 A municipal judge in South Carolina saw no reason to resign from the bench after crashing 

into another motorist at a stop sign with a blood alcohol level of .21. He said that having twice the 

legal level of intoxicants in his system on that one occasion, should not impair his ability to be a 

judge over people with similar problems. He may be right, and we need expect nothing more from 

our legal justice system. Not so with faith. We follow a perfect Savior. He did not say one thing 

and do another. When He says follow, all we have to do is read the instructions written in the 

blood of His life shed for us, and we are His children. 
 

2.  We must secondly, look for resources beyond ourselves. 
 

 Do you remember Zacheus? He wanted to be born again. Jesus said no -`You must be born 

from above.’  We need that message today for the world and the church. When he accepted the 

Templeton Prize in Religion, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn said, "Western societies are losing more and 



more of their religious essence."  He went on to give us a solution for our loss: "a determined 

quest for the warm hand of God, which we have so rashly and self-confidently spurned." 
 

 I can't speak for the world, but I will be bold and say that we in the church need the 

message, that we must seek help from outside ourselves. To be more specific, it must be from God 

or as Jesus put it, "above." In the fifteenth chapter of John, Jesus says, (Jn. 15:5)   I am the vine, 

you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from 

me you can do nothing.  Do we believe that apart from Jesus, we can do nothing? Don’t we know 

that any fruit we bear apart from Him will be bitter? 
 

 When Ezekial talked to the church (the Old Israel) in his day, he compared God to a mother 

lion that raised cubs that were ruthless and warlike. They were devoured by those they would 

devour because they were rebellious to their mother.  He also compares God to the vine and the 

Israelites to a branch. It grew up bigger and prettier than all the other nations attached to God, but 

had to be pruned and burned in the hot fire of the desert. Why? Well Ezekiel (Ezek. 19) is not as 

clear on this subject as Jesus, but if you know anything about fruit trees you know exactly what 

Jesus was talking about. 
 

 There are two different sprouts on a fruit tree. The first is the water sprout.  It is called that 

because it takes lots of moisture or water and lots of the tree’s energy to feed it. Since it bears no 

fruit, the good gardener prunes it and it is cast off.  I have several of these water sprouts in my fig 

trees. I look at them and realize why Jesus cursed the fig tree. We in the church are kinder in our 

terminology today. We call fruitless branches inactive members, and we listen to their endless 

excuses for not attending, not giving, not serving. They can take a lot of energy from the original 

vine and from the branches that are bearing fruit. I am thankful that we can leave their pruning to 

God. Why? 
 

 Because there is another kind of branch, and being that branch should take all our energy. It 

bears fruit. When it is quite young, it will bear what I call nubbins or little fruit that is not as sweet 

and tasty as a more mature limb will bear. The mature limb, to bear really good fruit, must be 

pruned and cut back. A properly trimmed apple tree is not as big and pretty and bushy as a tree 

that bears no apples. Since you are here today, it is obvious that God has called you to bear fruit. 

The good news is that He loves us, saves us, and apart from Him we can do nothing fruitful.  The 

bad news is that we must allow His hands to trim our lives of unnecessary foliage and fruit.   



3. The help we need from outside is not necessarily what we desire, or pray for. 
 

 God knows better than we what He wants and what we need. Now I know that some of the 

sorrows a Christian endures come directly from evil forces - cancer, war, personal animosity and 

strife. But some trials are deliberate on our part and come from God. In Hebrews we read, (Heb. 

12:6) for the Lord disciplines those whom he loves, and chastises every child whom he accepts. 

Endure trials for the sake of discipline. God is treating you as children; for what child is there 

whom a parent does not discipline? 
 

 The very fact that you care about people and love them will bring you grief. The deaths this 

past year, of friends in this church, stand as painful reminders of the trials that discipline us. What 

choice do we have though? Would it be less painful not to be a part of a loving church and not 

care? Probably. But we would have missed the joy of knowing, serving, and loving them.   
 

 When we are tempted to stray, somehow God brings us back. We all have such a 

magnificent set of instructions. God shows us the way, all the way throughout those wonderful 

Old Testament pages. Then, in the New Testament, Jesus saves us first of all with His all-availing 

sacrifice. Then, as painful and joyful as it may be, He says, "Here it is, take it up. It is your cross. 

Carry it for me, for you, for others." Paul says, “So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a 

child, then also an heir, through God”.  (Gal 4:7) 
 

 If our God is not bound by our usual ideas of gender, either masculine or feminine; if our 

humility is that of a small child; if our experience is taken for the discipline it can be, then God 

can use me and you. It is much more than being born again. When you are born from above, you 

can accept the mystery of God as beyond your comprehension. At the same time, you can accept 

the reality of God as the chastening, disciplining, changing, strengthening power within your lives, 

that frees you to be who you were called to be. Even better than that, you can be the person Jesus 

sends you out to be, for a world so desperately in need of shepherds, missionaries, and servants.  


