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      SERMON: Farsighted Faith 
 

 

 The longest race of all is running away from God. The shortest leap is the leap of faith. 

After all, God, through Jesus Christ, has bridged the chasm of human sin. He has broken the 

chains of guilt. He has obliterated the concept of an uncaring God who must be appeased. He has, 

once and for all, paid the price we could not afford. His grace saves us. 
 

 Still, there is another consideration. You and I have responsibility. We must accept the gift. 

We must have faith. 
 

 There is a Japanese story told by William R. White in Stories for the Journey. “A soldier 

approached the teacher. ‘I have mastered all the martial arts,’ he said calmly.  ‘I have risen to the 

highest rank possible for a man of my training.  I now wish to learn about God. Can you help me?’  
 

 The teacher smiled and asked the man to sit at the table.  ‘Let us have a cup of tea,’ he said, 

‘before we talk further.’ After the soldier sat, the teacher began to pour tea into the man’s cup. He 

filled the cup and kept pouring until the tea was running over the table and onto the floor. The 

soldier watched dumbfounded until he could no longer be silent. ‘Stop!  It is full!  The cup will 

hold no more tea.’ 
 

 Replacing the teapot on the table, the teacher addressed the soldier, ‘You are so full of 

yourself that there is no room for God. It is not possible for you to learn until you empty  

yourself.’ ” 
 

 In the Epistle to the Hebrews the writer addresses this issue of faith. It has two components. 

They are assurance and conviction. 
 

1. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for. 
 

 He starts with Abel and names the great heroes of faith one by one. In each case he shows 

us what assurance means in daily living. Abraham was seventy-five before he began a miraculous 

exercise of faith. Some writer suggests that the advantage of his age was farsightedness. As we get 



older, we become more farsighted and to have faith, farsightedness is a real advantage. Listen to 

the words of the song “From a Distance”. 
 

“From a distance we all have enough 

and no one is in need. 

There are no guns, no bombs, no diseases, 

no hungry mouths to feed. 
 

From a distance we are instruments 

marching in a common bond; 

playing songs of hope, 

playing songs of peace, 

they are the songs of every man. 
 

God is watching us. 

God is watching us. 

God is watching us. 

From a distance.” 

 

 There was an Arabic custom in the days of Abraham to travel in caravans. When the group 

was a great distance from a town or village - a speck on the horizon - the leader would announce 

their presence and their intentions. This custom reflects the faith the patriarchs had in God. Long 

before they could see any evidence of his promise, God assured them that their hopes would be 

fulfilled. 
 

 God made promises that they could receive only as a speck in the distance. He promised 

that their descendants would be as many as the sands on the sea shore and as many as the stars in 

the sky.     
 

2. Faith is the conviction of things not seen. 
 

 There is a word for “not seen.” It is persistent. Abraham waited from age seventy-five until 

he was one hundred to see his promised son, Isaac. My friend Tom Stokes tells the familiar story 

of Winston Churchill giving the commencement address at Oxford. The war had ended some time 

before and he was an old man.  When he mounted the podium he paused and said, “Don’t quit!”  



After a longer pause, he said, “Don’t quit!” After an even longer pause he said, “Don’t quit!” Then 

he sat down. Don’t we need to hear that today? 
 

 We desperately need conviction today, just as the people in Jeremiah’s day needed it. The 

story of the potter’s wheel was told to the people by their prophet at a time in history when the 

people were most self-sufficient. They had land, a nation, crops to harvest, wealth to amass. What 

did they need with God? Many people today ask the same question. With our technology, why 

consult God? 
 

 Many people come to our hospital emergency room in what we call a “code” condition. 

They are already dead. In many cases, with the help of electrical stimulation and a breathing 

machine, they are sustained at a level of life. Some can be weaned from the machines and devices. 

Some cannot. How often are the decisions arrived at by the family made after prayer?   
 

 Jeremiah asked people to look at the clay in the potter’s hands and consider God.  He is like 

a potter and we are clay in his hands. The bowl, pot, or vase has little to do with its eventual shape, 

size, color, or function. It may think the wheel turns on its own. The moisture that holds the clay 

together may be taken for granted. Don’t we accept summer showers as necessary but 

uncomfortable interruptions to our important routines? Why would clay have any reason to believe 

that the potter will flatten it and start over with an entirely different concept?   
 

 Let’s face it, sometimes we are superficial. We look upon outward appearances. To God, 

they may or may not matter. He, who sees us from a distance may be looking for something else. 

Both Jeremiah and the writer of Hebrews would call it conviction. God wants a relationship with 

those who want one with him. With all his power and strength, God is powerless to help those 

who will not be helped. He can have a relationship only with those who will relate.      
 

3. This conviction that is the indispensable ingredient in a relationship with God 

demands a farsighted faith. 
 

 In his book, The Triangle of Love: Intimacy, Passion, Commitment, Yale psychologist, 

Robert Sternberg, identifies a frustrating and peculiar tendency of human interpersonal 

relationships. It is a strange paradox. It brings validity to every Mother who taught her son or 

daughter to play hard to get.  

 



 In most relationships, that person who wants more closeness, usually has a tendency to 

reach out and pull the other person nearer. Unfortunately, the partner’s natural reaction is usually 

to pull away. Sternberg says, “The best strategy is to become less involved, yourself. If you are 

able to bring your level of involvement to a level lower than your partner’s, you will find that your 

partner will move closer to you.” This approach suggests that we will win more flies with honey 

than with vinegar. It suggests that the “tell-um” approach is not as successful as the “allow them to 

decide” approach. It suggests that attempting to control another person may destroy a relationship. 

The more arrogance we show; the higher we try to be than another, the farther away they will run. 
 

 God is watching each of us from a distance. Jeremiah suggests that God would like to mold 

us into beautiful vessels. These vessels can both contain his glory and pour it out on others. The 

writer of Hebrews reminds us of heroes of the faith who saw his promises only as a speck in the 

distance and bet their lives upon them. We, too, can be heroes of the faith if he is our potter and 

we are dependent, pliable, and responsive clay. 
 

 Exotic fish owners will tell you that the size of the shark is dependent upon the size of the 

container. A mighty white shark raised in a five gallon tank will grow to a fully mature length of 

only five inches. In the ocean he will mature to twenty or thirty feet.   
 

 Abraham had the advantage. He could have divided the land with his cousin to favor 

himself. Instead, he gave Laban the best part. On that rocky desolate land, built on sacrificial 

sharing, God built a mighty empire, with his temple in the middle. 
 

 In the same way, you and I depend upon God’s goals, his hopes, and dreams.  We have the 

potential to grow in righteousness. If we grasp the plan and walk the talk, there may be no limit to 

what God can and will do with us. 

 

 

 

 


