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Sermon: Using Your Head 
 

A Presbyterian congregation should be the last group to hear about using one’s 

head. If there was ever a denomination based on cerebration (not to be confused with 

celebration) we are it. We are committed to the sovereignty of God, of course. But we 

get so caught up in doing things decently and in order that others have criticized us for 

lack of spontaneity and lack of feeling. We may have earned the name of the “frozen 

chosen.” 
 

Nevertheless, I am going to ask you to use your head, this morning. Let me tell 

you of a man who literally used his head. A young man went for a walk to meditate. He 

soon found himself in a field of ripe pumpkins. Also in the field happened to be a great 

acorn tree. The young man observed the tiny acorns hanging down from gigantic 

branches of the tree. Then he glanced at the enormous pumpkins on the tiny vines. He 

meditated for a while, and then said to himself, “God made a mistake. He should have 

put the tiny acorns on tiny vines and the great pumpkins on the great branches.” 
 

Pondering God’s apparent mistake the young man took a nap and fell fast asleep 

under the tree. A short time later he was awakened as a tiny acorn struck his nose. He 

rubbed his bruised nose and thought, “Maybe God was right after all.” 
 

Now remember, I told you that I would tell you a story about a man who literally 

used his head. Good learning theory might teach us that it takes an experience to learn. 

In this case, the pain on the head in general and the nose in particular imparted 

understanding. Pain may not be essential to learning, but— 



1. Using our head is always important. 
 

Bill Press called himself a kamikaze liberal. You may remember that the 

kamikaze pilots were the Japanese pilots who flew their planes into our ships during 

WWII. You can only imagine the destruction they created. What Bill was attempting to 

say was that there are mind sets that are so terribly narrow and inflexible that they can 

cause a great deal of pain, especially to the believer. 
 

The church at Corinth was beset by strife. One party called themselves by the 

name of Paul, another by Apollos, another by Peter, another by Jesus. Each took a 

narrow view of the world and their salvation that left no room for either the members of 

the other party or other church members. 
 

In his book Claiming the Center, Jack Rogers says that the Presbyterian church 

has a long tradition of factions. At the present time, pressure groups who think they are 

loyal Presbyterians presently employ more people than the General Assembly. Can you 

imagine how strong our church would be if we put all that time and money into our 

mission as a church? It is such a waste. That money could be spent on mission. Instead 

it is diverted to defining opinions. Worse still, factions today, like the parties in the 

church at Corinth, catch good Christians in the crossfire. 
 

Jack Rogers explains that most of us are a part of the 70-80% of the church who 

are so devoted to Christ and his mission, that we don’t get caught up in causes. 

Nevertheless, those who give the most and do the most are hit by shells aimed across the 

valley at the opposition. As much as we abhor taking sides on issues like right-to-life, 

pro-choice, more light, liberation, or fundamentalist theology, we spend too much time 

listening to these single issue people in the church.  
 

Because issues are so devastating Paul told the church members at Philipi, “Let 

the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 



God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even 

death on a cross.” (Phil. 2:5-8) To those at Corinth he was even more specific. 
 

His message was similar to the one we find in Job. Should a mere mortal contend 

with God? He tells them that we are not to second guess God. We are to use our heads 

and recognize that we as human beings are not as wise as God.  
 

2. Our greatest wisdom, as human beings, falls short of God’s truth. 
 

Among the number of members in Corinth were a few sophisticated Jews and 

Greeks who thought they knew it all. They had spent years studying and discussing 

what God does. They were willing to argue with the way the Almighty had apparently 

arranged the universe, very much like the young man in the pumpkin patch. The 

Gnostics in the early church were strong on theory and weak on facts, rich in other-

worldly speculation and poor in common sense. 
 

When Paul first preached the gospel in Corinth he encountered ridicule and 

derision. What was particularly objectionable was his reference to the cross. 

Nonetheless, Paul preached, “For the message about the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (1 Cor. 1:18) 
 

Although the reputed wise people of his day thought what he said was pure 

foolishness, the weakness of the cross was in reality the power of God. The supposedly 

helpless man upon the cross paradoxically had the power to make people truly strong. 
 

Many of Paul’s own kindred, the Jews, interpreted the cross as foolishness. While 

they longed for the Messiah to come, their picture of who he was was not that of Paul’s. 

A common Jewish image of the Messiah was a new King David, a mighty warrior who 

would deliver the chosen people from their oppressors. Surely, the wonder-working 



Messiah would not be a man who was sentenced to die upon the cross, the dread symbol 

of a convicted criminal. 
 

    Likewise, the Greeks thought the cross was foolishness. These arrogant men, 

skilled in debate and endless discussion about the nature of the gods, were sure of one 

thing and that was that the gods would never defile themselves by becoming human. It 

was simply inconceivable to them that Jesus could be considered divine and yet allow 

mere human beings to torture him and put him to death upon a cross. Whoever he was, 

in their estimation he was not the Son of God. 
 

Despite the opposition of both Jews and Greeks, a strange thing happened 

wherever Paul announced the good news. Although the cross was a stumbling block to 

many pious Jews and sophisticated Greeks, there were always some people, both Jews 

and Greeks, who responded to the foolishness of the cross. For those who used their 

heads, Paul’s words transformed them from arrogant unbelievers to humble followers. 

“For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger 

than human strength.” (1 Cor. 1:25) 
 

3. The foolishness of the cross will keep us on the straight and narrow path of 

discipleship. 
 

It takes a miraculous faith to produce true discipleship. Never be ashamed of the 

cross of Christ. Paul’s message did not appeal to the rich and famous. Nevertheless, 

social and intellectual nobodies in Corinth were transformed into victorious, witnessing 

Christians. 
 

The story repeats itself today. The Russian key-lady was a nobody, too. Author 

Madeleine Engle tells of visiting Russia shortly after the collapse of Communism. She 

stayed in an enormous cinder-block modern hotel in Moscow. On her floor near the 

elevator was a desk with a key-lady. When a guest needed to go to her room, she would 



stop at the desk and the key-lady would give her the key. When she left her room, she 

would turn over her key to the same woman. 
 

On the first night when she left her key at the desk, Madeleine was wearing a 

Swedish silver cross that had been given to her by a dear friend, a gift that had precious 

memories attached to it. The key-lady admired the cross with great emotion. 
 

During the last night of their stay Madeleine approached the key-lady and placed 

her key on the desk, and alongside it set a cross wrapped in paper which she had just 

purchased. Madeleine said, “Peaceful night,” in Russian and went to her room. 

Moments later the key-lady knocked at the door. She was crying and was laughing at 

the same time, continually pointing to the cross and showing where she was going to 

wear it. The American writer embraced her, and commented later, “... it was a 

wonderful affirmation of our mutual faith, a faith that she was just beginning to be 

allowed to express publicly.” (The Rock That Is Higher, page 285) Though underground 

for all those years, even the oppressive might of Communism could not squelch the 

fervent devotion of this ordinary Russian woman for her crucified Lord. 
 

While those outside the church may attempt to impress you with the erudite 

arguments for commercial or consumer success, remember your story. The simplicity of 

what draws you here on a Sunday morning is wiser than the most intelligent, 

philosophical suppositions.  
 

I have read Ian Rand, The Fountainhead and Atlas Shrugged. I really reveled in 

how well written both books are. But the first makes Frank Lloyd Wright much greater 

than he was. Atlas Shrugged is pure unmitigated poppy cock. Anyone who has raised a 

two year old, and Rand has not, will tell you that we need not be trained to be selfish. 
 

While some within the church would pressure you to join a particular cause, 

remember that you only have one thing for which you can boast. Paul said, “Let the one 



who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (1 Cor. 1:31) Ours is the story of a savior who was 

tortured to death on a cross and then conquered death three days later. This simple story 

is wiser than the foolishness of mortals. 
 

“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in 

order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into 

his marvelous light.” (1Pet. 2:9) 

 

 

 

    

 


