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           Sermon: Doing Good 
 

    Acts 10 
 

 Doing good doesn’t sound very dramatic. We tell our kids to do good in school. We 

encourage our co-workers to do good. We hope our favorite team will do good in the playoffs. 

While our culture may have cheapened the concept, we Christians are still called upon to do good. 

Like Jesus Christ, we are expected to do good. The Biblical account encourages it, God expects it, 

our own view of ourselves requires it and those outside the faith demand it. 
 

 If Jesus went around doing good, then aren’t we supposed to? At the heart of Peter’s 

instructions to the Gentile family of Cornelius is the idea that the Christian is set apart from others. 

The Christian is set apart (or Holy) so that others can tell we are God fearers. We are expected to 

be Godly.  
 

 But isn’t it a little arrogant to see ourselves as set apart to be God’s people? Not really. I 

hope that you will leave here this morning believing that the Bible teaches it, God expects it, and 

you can do it. I hope that you will see yourself as a person who is not marking time, hanging out, 

or even permitted to be bored. Instead, I want you to say, “Yes, that is the Christian lifestyle and 

that is my walk.” If you will buy into some rather preposterous claims that Peter gave Cornelius, I 

believe your yes to the Christian life will make 2021 a special year. 
 

1. Recognize that God is no respecter of persons.  
 

 If you read the Old Testament, especially the Psalms, it is impossible to miss the concept 

that the Jews are God’s chosen people. From all the nations, God set this tiny nation apart to be a 

vessel of his anointing. They are the ones with the oil on their heads, the map in their pockets and 

the law written on their hearts. 
 

 When a good Jew like Peter says that God is no respecter of persons he is making a 

preposterous claim and setting the stage for a change in history. As a good Jew, Peter believed 

these words: Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. (Deut. 6:4)   Then Moses 

and the Levitical priests spoke to all Israel, saying: Keep silence and hear, O Israel! This very day 

you have become the people of the LORD your God. (Deut. 27:9) It took a personal earth shaking 



event to change Peter. As a good Jew, he believed the words. Until God changed him, Peter was 

not a good enough Jew to realize that God had chosen his people for a purpose. Even the best of 

Jews and even some Presbyterians don’t realize that we are called for one purpose only and that is 

to be a light to the nations. 
 

 There was a fad in sales, at one time, to qualify the prospect. Questions were directed in 

such a way to see if the person could pay for the product or would be in the class that would desire 

the item. When salesmen found out that they couldn’t sell as much and that they were running 

people away, qualifying the customer came to a screeching halt. Just as God showed Peter that the 

gospel is for all people, we Presbyterians need to stay away from the notion that it takes a 

particular type to be a Presbyterian. 
 

 I’m sure that the South Jacksonville Presbyterian Church would never have picked Wes or 

Louise Eyster as candidates for membership. She was a rural Baptist; he, an urban Methodist. 

Who would have thought that they, in an attempt to resolve any religious conflicts, would choose 

a Presbyterian church because it was closest to their home? Who would have expected French 

Huguenots and Scottish Presbyterians to intermarry and form the backbone of the Presbyterian 

Church in the United States? Who would have thought that Scottish Highlanders and Cherokee 

Indians would love and marry each other? Yet God, through Jesus Christ, shows no partiality, 

slave or free, Greek or Jew. All are one in his sight.  
 

2. Christianity is a moral faith.  
 

 In his message to the family of Cornelius, Peter explains that there are behavioral 

expectations that mark all Christians. From the God who has no favorites and offers universal 

love, Peter moves to the manifestation of God in a very specific and personal place. He proclaims 

that Jesus is Lord of all. When Peter tells these Gentiles that Jesus was doing good in a specific 

time and place, he broke ranks with traditional Jewish and Greek concepts of God. This is no 

totally other or distant God. Jesus performed great acts of miracles, it is true, but he also reached 

out and healed people. He preaches a God who reaches out, gets involved, provides a Godly 

example for moral behavior.  
 

 When he described Jesus’ crucifixion as “hanging him on a tree,” this Greek family must 

have wondered. The God who shows no partiality certainly chose a particularly unpleasant way to 

die. The Gentiles would have concluded that Jesus was just another misunderstood, good man, a 



martyr who lost. Peter goes on to say, God raised him on the third day. (Acts 10:40) Then he tells 

them that after Jesus was raised, he and the other disciples ate with him. Peter invites this Gentile 

and his family to eat with God. Every time your family sits down to the dinner table, you have an 

opportunity to be set aside and holy. If you have invited Jesus to the table, you and your family 

can experience the presence of God. 
 

 Now, before you think that I am recommending some type of syrupy sentimentality for you 

and your children, let’s look at what Peter is saying here. There is no holy huddle for the Godly 

family. The Godly family is not to be found all locked in on itself in protective embrace. You 

might get that idea from those who believe in a movement called “Focus on the Family.” As much 

good as Dr. James Dobson has done, the focus of the Godly family is not on itself. 
 

3. Your focus, and that of your family, needs to be on God. 
 

 That is why Peter quickly tells his newfound Gentile friends that he and the disciples went 

about being witnesses. They were commissioned for God’s purpose. (Matt. 28:19 “Go to the 

people of all nations and make them my disciples. Baptize them in the name of the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to do everything I have told you. I will be with you 

always, even until the end of the world.”) Christianity is a moral faith. It is led by its great King, 

Jesus Christ, who himself was a do-gooder. We too are to be good. 
 

 One of the saddest facts of our age is that our children’s main teacher is hours of television. 

The violence, quick gratification, instant fix, and commercialism produces depression. The use of 

Prozac on children has reached alarming proportions. (Research by IMS America, Newsweek, 

Oct. 20, 1997, “Do Kids Need Prozac?”) Our children are crying out for structure, parenting, and 

the knowledge that they are really special in someone's eyes. 
 

 Teaching them that God has reached out to you and your family with a suffering, dying, 

raised again Lord, answers their first basic need. We need God first. We Christians are witnesses 

to a God who reaches out to heal all people. Telling them the stories of Jesus, the great heroes of 

the Bible and of the faith, answers their need to be set apart; to be special. Here are some of the 

things kids are asking for: 
 

*Come home early. Slava 

*Stop talking on the phone and talk to me. Erin 



*Sometimes, can you play with me instead of saying no? Frank 

*Love me for what I am. Erin 

*Be proud of me, even when I didn’t get all the answers right. Sachi 

*If you get mad at me, remember to forgive me. Suzanne 

*Try to give me reasons before you send me to my room. Stuart 

*Don’t spoil me and then later on yell at me for being spoiled. Ariel 

*If you ever have a problem, listen to me. Maybe I can help. Dylan 

*Never forget to kiss me good night. Lauren 
 

 One youth who had gotten into trouble said to his high-school counselor: “You know what I 

am? I’m a comma. When I talk to my dad, he’ll say something, and then when I start to talk, he 

makes me a comma. He doesn’t interrupt me, but when I’m finished talking, he starts in right 

where he left off. It’s as if I didn’t say anything!” Have you ever known what it is like to be 

reduced to a comma, a pause in someone else’s speech? How many times do our lives make God 

feel like a comma?  
 

Peter told Cornelius and his family that God wants to be our guest at our table, our healer, 

our defender and redeemer. God wants Godly families, all wrapped up in service to the world. 

Yes, it takes time. It takes discipline. Did you hear how many times the Isaiah passage mentioned 

justice? God through his word and his prophets tells us that we can have no peace, no faith without 

justice. There are no shortcuts. Yes, Jesus calls us to be his, but we can’t be his without humility. 

We must admit that we are all sinners in need of grace and that we need to love others as we love 

ourselves. That’s why Jesus combined the two: loving God and loving neighbor. Our lives and this 

church will both grow the same way. That way is found when we reach out to others - with 

forgiveness, love, and caring. 

 

Prayer: O God, whom we cannot love unless we love our neighbors, remove hate and 

prejudice from us and from all people, so that your children may be reconciled with those we fear, 

resent, or threaten; and live together in your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 


