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        Sermon: Child-like Faith 
 

 

If Jesus Christ had taken a poll, he would not be encouraged to preach the Gospel. The 

gospel lesson gives us a snap shot of a time when Jesus agonized over how the crowds perceived 

him.  
 

While he could not take a poll, Jesus was quite concerned about public opinion. You can 

hear his disappointment in their perception of John the Baptist’s ministry, “For John came neither 

eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon’ ".  You can hear his disappointment in the way 

he is perceived, “the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ ” (Matt.11:18-19)  
 

1. Why is Jesus so upset? 
 

Jesus compares “this generation” -- that is, his own contemporaries -- to adults playing 

games. He is not complementing them. They appear to be harassing one another: “But to what will 

I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

`We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ ” (Matt. 

11:17). The flute-playing and dancing are men's celebratory activities at weddings. The “wailing” 

and “mourning” are part of another rite. Women served as the official, sometimes even 

professional, mourners at funerals.  
 

While Jesus mentions them, he is not talking about the children. It would be strange for 

children to be “sitting in the marketplace” while making these accusations at one another. Real 

children would be screaming and running around as they teased one another. Likewise the verb 

“calling” denotes a more formal style of “addressing” —a decidedly adult style. He is talking 

about adults who are ridiculing each other. 
 

The least we can say about Jesus is that he was upset because people misunderstood him 

and his message. Was he a people pleaser?  In a way, he was here to bring them salvation or a 

relationship like his with the Father. He loved people. We can see that he listened very carefully to 

them and knew what they said and thought. He was disappointed because he could not fulfill their 

God hunger, and many went thirsting away. 



2. Jesus expects his followers to become like children. 
 

To those adults who did not know what they wanted, Jesus said, “wisdom is vindicated by 

her deeds.” (Matt. 11:19) Divine wisdom is proved right by its results. Jesus is not talking about 

the Greek concept of “sophia” or wisdom. He is talking about the wisdom of the very Kingdom of 

God. In this Kingdom, we are all children, stripped of our arrogant adult pride and given a 

childlike faith. Jesus described this faith very carefully. “Truly I tell you, unless you change and 

become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt. 18:3) 
 

The two characteristics children possess are needed by every adult. 1) The humility to 

follow rules. Rabbis in Jesus’ day talked about the yoke of the law. Jesus was clear in saying that 

he believed in strict observance of the law.”Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the 

prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.”  (Matt. 5:17) Still, Jesus gave a child-like, 

simple interpretation of the law that brought out it’s spirit. He allowed his hungry disciples to 

pluck grain and eat it on the Sabbath. He himself healed on the Sabbath. 
 

For this reason Jesus gave us those words that I use at every Holy Communion with you—

words found in the text,  “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and 

I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matt. 

11:28-30) 
 

The other characteristic that children possess that we adults need is wonder. Those people 

who saw him heal, turn water into wine, open blind eyes, and free mentally deranged people and 

were neither jealous or resentful, in many cases, became like children. They actually believed that 

here was the Messiah who would bring God’s Kingdom to earth. When we open ourselves to both 

that possibility and that way of life, we become a part of hope, and dreams, and wonderful joy that 

lifts us above the fray. Like little children, we desire, we want, we believe that Jesus loves us. We 

know that it is his relationship with God, and God’s relationship with us, that blesses our 

fellowship. The wonder of Christian love makes all things new.  
 

Those who wonder what possible joy we might find in taking a casserole to a sick friend, 

think we are childish. Those who question time spent doing nothing but praying and studying the 

Bible, ask us to grow up. Those who hear our wonder at miracles of healing light and warm close 



fellowship, might think our smiles and hugs are foolish. For us, captured by a child-like faith, we 

revel in the foolishness of the cross. 
 

Paul wrote it so well for us in the church, “For the message about the cross is foolishness to 

those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.   For it is written, ‘I 

will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’   Where 

is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 

believe.   For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom,   but we proclaim Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews 

and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than 

human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength.” (1 Cor. 1:18-25)  
 

3. How do you keep a child-like faith alive? 
 

Where does the United Presbyterian Church of Harrodsburg go from here? Can you have a 

child-like faith and keep the church, the Body of Christ, going at the same time. I believe that the 

future of this church may depend on keeping child-like faith and devotion alive. 
 

When I first arrived here, we discovered that many of you were putting your hymnals back 

in the pew rack, and not singing the hymns. When we heard your suggestions, and began to select 

your favorites, and began to sing them, we noticed you singing with more gusto. Worship is not a 

spectator sport. Reformed worship requires participation, and as the congregation has taken more 

and more ownership from the worship leaders, I have rejoiced. 
 

To keep our love and our fellowship alive, there is one essential element we must follow: 

the gospel must be good news. 
 

While our membership, attendance, and giving, got dangerously low in the not too distant 

past, we must not fear that period of time, or be intimidated by it. As you may know, our last 

stewardship campaign was a leap of faith that worked.  
 

As Christ’s church here, our business is not to judge you, make you feel guilty, or withdraw 

our support. It is good news, as Pope Francis tells us, we are all sinners and fall short of the glory 



of God. But the best news is that God reached out to us in Christ and forgives us, picks us up, 

dusts us off, and sends us on our way. 
 

Look unashamedly at your past. Tradition, G.K. Chesterton once said, is the “democracy of 

the dead.” He meant to remind us who are living, that while we may be the church Visible and 

Militant, we are also the church on earth, and in the minority. Too often, we are the Church Busy. 

Too often we get caught in the present and forget our past. We would do well to remember the 

Christian character and virtues of generations long gone. “It is reassuring to know that those saints 

who went before us, were aided by the very God whom they loved and served, and that this great 

cloud of witnesses is rooting for us now.” (Peter J. Gomes, “All sinners, all saints,” Christian 

Century, Oct. 22, 1997, page 941.)  
 

Because we are aware of the good news in our presence, we are able to look to the future. 

One of our dear members challenged us to have one hundred people in worship. That is not an 

impossible dream. That dream will be accomplished only by those who take the yoke of Jesus 

Christ. As you find the joy of doing it Christ’s way, his idea of “easy,” as difficult as it may seem, 

may be the only way to find true “rest.” 
 

For those who dare to do it his way, Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I 

am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.” (Matt. 11:28-30) 

 

Let us pray: We are awed, Father, by your love for us and what we have experienced in our midst. 

While our fellowship is at a turning point, we thank you that you have already told us that we are 

up to the challenge. Your love and power sustains us even when we grow faint. Grant us your 

power, your strength for the living of these days. Amen 

 

 

 

 


