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                                             SERMON: Jesus the Reconciler  
  

 Sometime between Thanksgiving and Christmas, the year before he died - he was 89 when 

he died - my Father received what he considered to be his greatest gift. It came in a dream. He 

called it “the mantle of forgiveness.” He told us that God had given it to him and that he was more 

at peace than he had ever been. 
 

 He felt that it was his primary responsibility to forgive everybody and he told everyone he 

met that it is our responsibility, too. Once, an Episcopal priest told me that we are to pray for all 

our enemies, even those who want us dead. Dad would tell those he talked with that God expects 

us to forgive others - everybody. 
 

 Jesus said that unless we forgive others we cannot be forgiven. Remember the Lord’s 

prayer: “Forgive us our debts, even as we forgive our debtors.” How do you measure up? How do 

I? How did my Dad? 
 

 None of us measure up to this very legitimate expectation on the part of Jesus - any more 

than we measure up to any of His other expectations: doing unto others, praying constantly, lifting 

the downtrodden, feeding the hungry. 
 

 God uses the image of summer fruit to show Amos that in a time of prosperity, his precious, 

chosen people, do not measure up. They do not follow the law. Worse than that, they have taken 

advantage of his love. Yes, they are beautiful, colorful, sweet and attractive like a bowl of summer 

fruit. Yet they are like those who forsake him. Their neighbors deliberately worship the gods of 

vengeance, commercialism, neglect and abuse. Jezebel’s crowd even practiced child sacrifice.  
 

 The lesson is best described by Charles Swindoll. (Laugh Again page 17). He says, “... it’s a 

mad, bad, sad world.” He quotes Barbara Johnson who writes in her book Splashes of Joy in the 

Cesspools of Life: “The rain falls on the just and also on the unjust, but chiefly on the just, 

because the unjust steals the just’s umbrella.” 
 

1. People in Amos’ day worshipped idols 

 



 Instead of worshipping the one true God, Yahweh, the people of Amos’ day had double 

vision. Like the people in Amos’ day, we see faith divorced from ethics and belief from service. 
 

 The good news of Jesus Christ calls us, Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what 

is good and acceptable and perfect.  (Romans 12:2) The poet Goldsmith in The Deserted Village 

wrote, 

“Ill fares the land, to hastening ills a prey, 

Where wealth accumulates and men decay.” 

 

 Amos was quick to say that his people’s only hope was in “the word of the Lord.” By the 

word of the Lord, Amos was referring to the law given at Sinai and the warning of Moses. Heed it 

well. You must therefore be careful to do as the LORD your God has commanded you; you shall 

not turn to the right or to the left. You must follow exactly the path that the LORD your God has 

commanded you, so that you may live, and that it may go well with you, and that you may live long 

in the land that you are to possess. (Deuteronomy 5:32 - 33) You are correct if you say, “the word 

of God will last forever.” Of course it will. 
 

 Let us be careful about what we mean by “the word of the Lord.” For us Christians, “the 

word of the Lord” is Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
 

2. Jesus is the word. 
 

 When we realize that Jesus is the Word. When we accept his becoming flesh, his showing 

us a perfect example, teaching us perfect lessons, suffering for us, dying for us, and rising from the 

dead for us, then and only then can we accept our sinfulness, our falling short of his expectations. 
 

 When we accept our failure to be what God would have us be, then Christ can become our 

rescuer. When we admit our helplessness apart from him, then we are ready for another person of 

the Trinity to do his work. Jesus is the force for the reconciling love of God. Jesus is our reconciler 

with God, with ourselves and with others. 
 

 When we are baptized, we become a part of the community of those who follow Christ, 

since he as God, died for the whole world. We are saved from our sin. But we are also reconciled, 



by his power. Even though we don’t measure up and never will, his reconciling love tells us and 

sometimes confirms within our very souls that we are his and as such, God’s child. 
 

 How can I explain it? One time, during my morning prayers I somehow realized that Jesus 

loves me, warts and all. In spite of my sins and maybe sometimes because of my uniqueness, he 

loves even me. You know what I’m talking about: that strange mixture of right and wrong, 

humility and arrogance, success and failure, poverty and wealth, caring and self-centeredness, 

Jesus loves that in each of us. Most of the time, he loves me much more than I allow him to love 

me. His reconciliation has no limits. 
 

 If it were up to Jesus, we would be totally forgiven and in perfect harmony with God. We 

would forgive ourselves completely and we would forgive all others completely. Why don’t we? 

Because partnership always depends on two. You might say that our partnership with Christ is a 

limited partnership. It is never limited by him. He loves us completely and independent of our 

response. We (not Jesus) limit the partnership until we are made whole by God. We will sin, until 

we die, but God can and does use us for his glory. 
 

 When Leonardo da Vinci was working on the face of Jesus in his painting “The Last 

Supper,” he became angry with a certain man and lost his temper with him - lashing out at him 

with bitter words and threats. When he returned to his canvass, he attempted to continue his work 

but found himself unable to do so. Thus, he lay down his tools and searched for the man to ask for 

forgiveness. The man accepted his apology and Leonardo returned to his workshop and finished 

painting the face of Jesus. 
 

3. Jesus, the word, reconciles as we forgive.  
 

 As we allow Jesus to be our reconciler and the reconciliation that we need between us and 

the selves we would like to be, the more peace we will feel and express to others.  As we forgive 

ourselves for our mistakes the more we can forgive others their sins. We, the church of Jesus 

Christ, the New Israel of God are to be that force in the world. Even with our sins, we can trust his 

peace to be the peace that others, the world if you please, needs. 
 

 Some years ago at a drawing-room function, one of England’s leading actors was asked to 

recite for the pleasure of his fellow guests. He consented and asked if there was anything special 

the audience would like to hear. 



 After a moment’s pause, an old clergyman present said, “Could you, sir, recite to us, the 

Twenty-third Psalm?” 
 

 A strange look passed over the actor’s face; he paused for a moment, and then said, “I can, 

and I will, upon one condition; and that is that after I have recited it, you, my friend, will do the 

same.” 
 

 “I?” said the clergyman, in surprise. “But I am not an elocutionist. However, if you wish it, 

I will do so.” 
 

 Impressively, the great actor began the psalm. His voice and his intonation were perfect. He 

held his audience spellbound; and as he finished, a great burst of applause broke from the guests. 
 

 Then as it died away, the old clergyman arose and began the psalm. His voice was not 

remarkable; his intonation was not faultless. When he had finished, no sound of applause broke 

the silence - but there was not a dry eye in the room, and many heads were bowed. 
 

 Then the actor rose to his feet again. His voice shook as he laid his hand upon the shoulder 

of the old clergyman and said: “I reached your eyes and ears, my friends; he reached your hearts. 

The difference is just this - I know the Twenty -third Psalm, but he knows the Shepherd.” 
 

 When you give up, you can give in. When you allow him to, Jesus will both forgive you and 

love you. Always spend enough time in prayer to feel his love. In his “word” become flesh, Jesus 

the Christ, God has proved that he has come, is present now, and will lead us, even: “through the 

valley of the shadow of death.” 

 

 

 

 


