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          Sermon: To Be Found 

                                           Isaiah 49:1-6; John 1:35-42 

 

           Some words jump from the page. Nothing could excite a good Jew more than 

thoughts of the promised Messiah. The return of the righteous reign of David, their 

beloved King, brought light to their darkness, hope to their despair, and tears to their 

eyes. If Andrew’s words to his brother Simon don’t jump out at you, then you aren’t 

really seeing what you read. He must have shouted them at the top of his lungs. We have 

found the Messiah. 
 

         The gospel writer is a master story teller. My reaction, when I first read the Gospel 

of John was that the story is too good to be true. If you know someone who does not 

know Jesus Christ, ask them to read this gospel. While John may not have been as careful 

with his chronology as Matthew, Mark, and Luke, no one can argue with his evangelistic 

zeal. He weaves a story that introduces Jesus in a very deeply personal and powerful way. 
 

         After spending a day with Jesus, Andrew can’t wait to tell his brother Simon. He 

doesn’t set him down to give him any background. He shows no concern for what Simon 

may have been doing. The fish, the nets, the money, the livelihood can wait. We have 

found the Messiah. 
 

        Who can argue that what happens to Simon is even more exciting than what Andrew 

has experienced? Andrew finds the Messiah, but Simon is found by the Messiah. 
 

1. Being found by Jesus is a more accurate definition of discipleship. 

 

        At the risk of repeating myself, I will tell you about the Union Seminary students 

who were standing on the street corner when they were approached by students from one 



of our more conservative Seminaries. As they stood there, they heard the question, “Have 

you found Jesus?” One of their number replied, “I didn’t know that he was lost.” It is an 

arrogant answer to a poor question. The more accurate question for those of us who 

follow Jesus would be, “Have you been found by Jesus?” 

 

          Anyone who has spent a day with him, as Andrew did, anyone who has read the 

Gospel account, anyone who has seen Jesus in the walk of another knows why this is a 

good question. There is a magnetism about Jesus—a charisma, if you please—that draws 

us to him. Deep calls to deep. We are captured by his words, captivated by his actions, 

challenged by his exhortations, and bound by his mission. Charles Wesley talked of being 

strangely warmed. We cannot read or hear about Jesus without feeling our heartstrings 

being played. 
 

          That is what happens to those of us that preach. We have no choice. Like Paul, we 

preach Jesus Christ and him crucified. Why? As Isaiah explains to the people of Israel, he 

had no choice. Something was implanted in him in the womb that caused him to respond 

to God. Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The LORD 

called me before I was born, while I was in my mother's womb he named me. (Is. 49:1) 

Being found by Jesus changes preachers all right, but getting caught up in the good news 

is not limited to those who preach. 
 

2. Being found by Jesus changes everyone. 

 

          One of the reasons Andrew was so excited about meeting Jesus was that he 

discovered a mission and a ministry. Jesus’ first words to Simon were that he would be a 

changed person. From impetuous, foot-in-mouth fisherman, Simon would become Peter 

the man with the rock-like faith. For Simon, Jesus would fulfill the promise Isaiah made 

to his people.  

 

          Isaiah told his people an amazing truth. He said, It is too light a thing that you 



should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 

earth. (Isa. 49:6) Here the words jump from the page. It is too light a thing, too 

insignificant a thing to love oneself and to love those of our family or church family only. 

Indeed, all of us are called to love the world. We are called to be a light to all people, all 

nations. As he ascended, Jesus’ last command was the great commission. Can any of us 

be true to him and avoid the message? Go into all of Galilee, all of Judea, all of Samaria, 

all the world. 

 

          What a wonderful phrase that is: It is too light a thing . The story is told of the man 

in poor health who decided to end it all by literally running himself to death. After 

making his will he began to run down the road and where he dropped, he would die. Well 

he ran at top speed until he dropped exhausted and sick. Still alive, he went home to 

attempt the same suicide the next day. On the morrow he ran even faster and farther. He 

did drop, but he did not die. Day after day, he ran farther and faster until he was in 

amazing shape and good spirits. 

 

          Is God saying to the church, It is too light a thing ? Are we satisfied with no 

Sunday School classes when we should be training 100 teachers to teach at least 12 

people each Sunday? Are we bringing in only a fraction of those entrusted to our care? 

Should we spend as much time telling others of Christ’s love as we spend watching TV?  

 

3. Being found by Jesus demands that we offer our gifts. 

 

          When you read the gospel story, you are struck with the number of times Jesus had 

to explain himself, what he had just said, what he had done, what the kingdom was like. 

You are impressed with how many times the disciples misunderstood. You wonder 

whether or not the twelve had any special gifts or skills. These fishermen, a tax-collector 

and a zealot were working class to lower class Jews. The same seems to be true of most 



of the early churches. 

 

          It was certainly true of the Christians in Corinth. Not only were they the working 

poor except for a few slaves, they were contentious, divisive, jealous, prone to quarrels. 

To these people living in sin city, Paul may have written his greatest letter. In the 

salutation to that letter he calls them the church of God at Corinth and labels them saints. 

He asks them to use their gifts. What gifts would impress high society, well educated, 

Roman citizens? What would a slave have to offer? Paul mentions two gifts in particular, 

with which the body (God’s church) will be built up. 
 

          The gifts are the two we all have. Paul calls them speech and knowledge. I don’t 

believe that Paul was talking about tongues when he said speech. What he meant was that 

anyone can tell the story of Jesus Christ. The knowledge has to do with the basic facts of 

salvation. Jesus’ giving his life and being raised again. 
 

          Too often we in the church act like what Bud Wilkinson described as a game of 

football: “50,000 people who desperately need exercise watching 22 people who 

desperately need rest.” Too often, a few dedicated people in any church try to carry the 

load, while the rest sit in the stands munching hot dogs wondering why more is not being 

done. Too often we look for a superman in a church. 
 

          Superman is not the man of steel you have read about or seen in movies; he is the 

product of the imagination of Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, two Cleveland, Ohio high 

school students who created him in 1934. There never has been and never will be that 

super man or super woman who can save any church. Paul says that each of us is a saint. 

All of us have at least these two God given talents that will build the church. 
 

          Whether they be power brokers in Corinth or neighbors in Harrodsburg, when you 

say with your lips and offer the knowledge of the saving grace of Jesus Christ, people 

will listen. Gordon Cosby states our task very succinctly, “Every person called by Jesus 



Christ into his body is given a gift, and he is to employ it on behalf of the whole body, 

thus making it all function smoothly and know richness and power.” 
 

          We did not find Jesus. He found us. His compassion has overwhelmed us. How do 

we respond? How can we not respond by offering all we have to him, time, talent, all. 

The more we pray, the more scripture we read, the more service we provide, the better we 

get to know him. The longer the time spent with him, the more his kindness and 

compassion will capture and captivate us. Most of all—we can be assured that Jesus can 

count on us. His body, the church will be indebted to our contributions, and we will be at 

peace with the way we use our talents. 
 

          “Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

  

 


