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I met with our fellow Presbyterians, both clergy and ruling 

elders, recently. We had gathered as our regional governing 

body, the Presbytery of Transylvania, at Bayless Memorial 

Presbyterian Church in Grayson, KY. Among other business, we considered and voted on a 

Statement on Gun Violence. We were days past the horrendous news of several more incidents 

of mass slaughter. The statement passed with an amendment. 

 It’s a carefully worded statement, intended to help our own congregations to thought-

fully deliberate. The statement does not override anyone’s individual conscience. Here’s what 

it says. 

Statement on Gun Violence 

Arise, cry out in the night, at the beginning of the watches! Pour out your heart like water be-

fore the presence of the Lord! Lift your hands to Him for the lives of your children. 

(Lamentations 2:19 NRSV) 

Today we raise our collective voices in a communal cry of lament. Faced with a broken world 

burdened with seemingly endless evil, we will not remain silent. Trusting in God’s sovereignty 

always, we reaffirm our calling to the words and work of peacemaking and reconciliation. 

 

 We condemn the pervasive and indiscriminate gun violence that robs our communities 

of the health and security necessary to thrive in interdependent harmony and wholeness.  

 We decry the vile glorification of weaponry throughout our culture that has given rise to 

vast incidences of preventable homicides, suicides and accidental gun deaths. We join 

with all our sisters and brothers in Christ in rejecting this needless brutality and advanc-

ing instead the countercultural gospel messages of radical love and hospitality.  

 We also recognize that the trauma of gun violence extends far beyond the somber 

counts of the dead and injured. To the witnesses, the first responders, the families, the   

Rev. Karen 

Hartsfield 



UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                   GOOD NEWS              SEPTEMBER   2019           PAGE  2    

 schools and the communities at large that are left to pick up the shattered pieces: we see 

 you. We acknowledge your pain, and we pledge to walk alongside you in your grief journey.   

 We pray that our presence can faithfully represent healing and hope in a fallen world.   

 

 Furthermore, we condemn the cultural undercurrents that support and sustain gun violence. 

We denounce social and economic systems that privilege some while oppressing others, and 

we declare that the sins of racism, misogyny, and xenophobia are incompatible with faithful 

living. We remember always that Jesus situated himself among those on the margins of  

     society, and that we are called to do the same.  

 

 Finally, we unequivocally affirm the full dignity and humanity of all God’s children. Any 

language which seeks to dehumanize or otherwise disrespect our neighbors does not come 

from God. We are compelled anew to embrace and celebrate God’s abundant, diverse  

     Creation by advocating for a just and compassionate world. 
 

 To some who had gathered at the meeting, words alone did not seem sufficient. An amend-

ment was proposed, a suggestion for specific action, to ban assault rifles.  As responsible as any one 

civilian gun owner might be, what is the purpose of an assault weapon? To annihilate human flesh 

during wartime. Therefore, for any of us who believe action is needed beyond words, the amend-

ment was suggested and passed.  For myself, I clarify that to mean banning assault rifles from the 

general public, not from soldiers on active duty in a combat zone.  
 

 ―Go forth and be peace,‖ said the Moderator, as we departed for our homes. 

 

 We are encouraged to contact our Congressional representatives to make our voices heard.  

Senate:  

Mitch McConnell, 601 W. Broadway, Louisville, KY 40202, phone 502-582-6304 or phone 

in DC 202-224-2541. 

Rand Paul, 1029 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101, phone 270-782-8303 or phone in 

DC 202-224-4343. 

House of Representatives: Second District  

Brett Guthrie, 1001 Center Street, Suite 300, Bowling Green, KY 42101, phone 270-842-

9896 or phone in DC 202-225-3501. 
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Upcoming church meetings in September  

Sunday, September 8th - Hospitality meeting. 

Sunday, September 15th - Stated Session meeting. 

Hungry for some good barbecue? 

Once again Butch Woodard is offering to provide some 

of his good barbecue for our congregation and friends to 

enjoy a potluck meal together. This will take place im-

mediately after church on September 29th. 

The Hospitality Committee thought this would also be a 

good time to “kick-off” a new community service 

headed by Irene Mitchell. Frank and Irene have become 

very involved with Foster Care. Many of the children assigned to foster care parents 

come only with the clothes on their backs. The state provides a small financial allow-

ance that seldom covers the need and is not immediately available when placement is 

made.  

 UPC has plenty of room on the 3rd floor which is not presently being used. 

Irene has been given permission by the Session to collect new and gently worn chil-

dren’s clothing (any size) to be stored in a 3rd floor room for immediate use when 

needed. Most of us are beyond parenting a new family, but are grateful to those 

among us who are willing to take on such responsibility. This is one way we can help 

support them.  

 Please circle your calendar to attend a delicious lunch after church on Sunday, 

September 29th; bring a dish; invite a friend; and donate an item or two of  

children’s clothing for our latest community service. All are welcome to this event, 

even without food or donations. 

 

Sunday,  

September 29th 

after worship. 
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UPC has 12 households signed up for the Kroger Rewards 

Program to benefit UPC.  If you have not yet signed up your 

Kroger Plus card, go to Kroger.com/community rewards 

program. 

Mercer Transformation Mission 

Three members of the congregation made an initial visit to the Mercer 

Transformation meeting on Saturday, August 24, to provide food and 

socialization for those who attend this weekly support group for former sufferers of drug addic-

tion.   

 Nancy Hill, Ann Howells, and Jackie Corbit prepared a main course, vegetable, bread and 

dessert for about 25-30 attendees who were very grateful. Though we didn’t really spend a lot of 

time talking to the individuals in the group, we did meet many of them and chatted while serving 

the food.   

 The three UPC members felt it was a worthwhile mission opportunity and hope to partici-

pate again. There are currently 6 volunteers from UPC, but there is still time to join this group 

and do whatever you feel you can do to help with this mission. We would like to have two teams 

who could alternate, which would mean no one would have to volunteer more than a few times a 

year. Prayerfully consider becoming a team member; you will gain more than you give in terms 

of satisfaction for supporting this group of people who need to see God’s love in something as 

simple as a meal and a few words spoken.  Call or see Leona Berg, chair of Mission and Out-

reach, if you want to help in some way. 

In order to be good stewards of our resources, please do not change 

any settings on the air conditioning or heat. Property committee has 

arranged to program the system for Sunday, and changing those  

settings has led to air conditioning the empty sanctuary and thus  

adding to our electric bill. If you are uncomfortable on Sunday, see one of the property  

committee members and ask him or her about adjusting the thermostat:  Gordon or Beverly 

Woodard, Butch Woodard, Helen Dedman or Tim Prigmore (Jackie Corbit until Tim returns). 

We appreciate your help with this. 
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Kate Riker Circle Study Books for the 2019-2020 season are in! 

Prices are $10.00 for regular print and $15.00 for large print. This 

year’s study is Love Carved In Stone. We will be studying the Ten 

Commandments.  

 

Our first meeting will be held on Monday, September 9th at 10:30am in Fellow-

ship Hall.  

 

If you would like to join us, just pick up a book in the church office or purchase one 

at the meeting. Remember to bring quarters for Carrie’s Cause.  

 

God Bless You, 

Laura Fugate Devine, Moderator 

             MONTHLY REPORT     
 

Beginning Balance: July 1, 2019      $ 27,134.50      

Income              $   4,320.33      

Total            $ 31,454.83 

Expenditures          $   7,566.46               

Total                   $ 23,888.37 

Transfer from Memorial Fund            $____0___    

Ending Balance: July 31, 2019       $23,888.37  

PET  

BLESSINGS 

Sunday,  

September 29th 

After UPC BBQ 

In the Academy 

yard 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Weather permitting, the Hospitality Committee is 

planning an outing at “Warwick” the home of Clay 

Lancaster, noted historical architect on Sunday,  

October 6th from 2-4pm. This is a great opportunity 

for UPC to show hospitality to a larger community 

by inviting others to join us. Everyone is welcome. 

Transportation arrangements are being made to  

assist those with limited mobility. Bring some  

quarters for Carrie’s Cause. There will be more  

information coming this month or contact Marilyn  

Allen.  
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MIRACLES  

Do you believe in miracles? 

Look around and you will see God’s miracles. 

He created you and me. 

The sun that rises and sets each day. 

Birds that fly. 

The stars, sky, moon and clouds above our heads so high. 

Honey from the bees, leaves on the trees. 

A rainbow after the storm, days that are cold or warm. 

Seeds you plant, don’t they grow? 

Prayers that are answered by yes or no. 

A newborn baby in its mothers arms,  

kept safe, protected from harm. 

Green grass, flowers that grow, seasons that come and go. 

He created the earth in seven days.  

The ocean waves, fish in the sea, 

the ground on which we stand,  

sea shores with their sand. 

Animals for us to eat. 

Families and pets which makes our life complete. 

The moon that shines at night. 

Thunder, lightning with their might. 

Trees and forests green, 

even the bugs and pests that make you scream. 

Yes, God sends us miracles everyday. 

Shows us He loves us, His children, in numerous ways. 

Thank Him, praise Him, all your days. 

 

Laura Fugate Devine 

August 2019 
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     SEPTEMBER  2019 

    Tim Prigmore     1 

    Mary Woodard     7 

    Mary Weber    10 

    Pat Alexander    16 

    Pat Davis     17 

    David Lynn            24 

    JoAnn Cinnamon  28 

    Chuck Dedman    29 

    Nick Dedman    29 

SEPTEMBER  2019 

David and Letha Berry          7 

Ron and Jackie Corbit         16 

Philip and Jenny Dobbs      23 

Bill and Gwen Wickliffe 30 

      Prayer List 

Members of the Congregation: Nick Dedman; Tim Prigmore; Harold Davis; 

Laura Fugate Devine; Dick and Shirley Howe; Mattie Cammack; Margaret 

Knapp; Ruth Young.  

Family and friends of the Congregation: Daima, (Frank Mitchell’s mother); 

Thelma Fugate and Betty Stickler (Laura Fugate Devine’s mother and aunt); Bill 

Lively; family and friends quietly remembered and loved; all military personnel; 

and all those suffering the consequences of addiction. 

Community Sing at Shaker Village! 

Saturday, September 7th, 10:30am 

Anyone who loves to sing is invited to 

join us! Call 859-734-5411 or make  

reservations online at https://

shakervillageky.org/

events/shaker-

village-community-

sing/ 

https://shakervillageky.org/events/shaker-village-community-sing/
https://shakervillageky.org/events/shaker-village-community-sing/
https://shakervillageky.org/events/shaker-village-community-sing/
https://shakervillageky.org/events/shaker-village-community-sing/
https://shakervillageky.org/events/shaker-village-community-sing/
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We are still collecting food and other items for the Mercer County 

Backpack program. This program supplies basic supplemental food items 

to children in need. Below are the items needed. 

Applesauce – any flavor     Spaghetti and Meatballs 

Apples       Spaghetti noodles 

Beanie Weenies     Spaghetti O’s 

Beef Ravioli      Spaghetti Sauce (canned) 

Beef Stew*      Tuna 

Breakfast Bars      Vienna Sausages 

Canned individual or mixed fruit     

Cereal/any flavor (small boxes) 

Chicken Noodle Soup         Other needed items 

Cornbread mix     Soap, shampoo, conditioner 

Cuties (small oranges)    toothpaste, deodorant, laundry 

Hamburger or Tuna Helper*   detergent, dishwashing liquid 

Instant Oatmeal – any flavor 

Jello Cups 

Jelly – grape/strawberry in plastic jars 

Macaroni and Cheese 

Microwave Popcorn 

Peanut Butter 

Peanut Butter Crackers 

Pizza Kits* 

Pop Tarts – any flavor 

Pudding Cups – any flavor 

Ramen Noodles (chicken flavor) 

Saltine Crackers 

*These items are extremely useful for families to have for easy quick 

meals. Please send them in plastic or cans only. 

MERCER COUNTY  

BACKPACK  

PROGRAM 
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   SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
12th Sunday after  

Pentecost 

2 

 

LABOR  

DAY 

3 4 

Kitchen  

clean up day  

5 
 

D.A.R. 

Fellowship 

Hall 

5:30pm - 

7:30pm 

6 7 

Community 

Sing at 

Shaker  

Village 

10:30am 

8 
13th Sunday after  

Pentecost 

 

Hospitality Meeting 

after Worship 

9 

Kate Riker 

Circle 

10:30am 

Fellowship 

Hall 

10 11 12 13 14 

15 
14th Sunday after  

Pentecost 

 

 

Communion  

 

Stated Session Meeting 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

International 

Day of Peace 

22 
15th Sunday after  

Pentecost 

 

Hunger Offering 

23 24 

 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

25 26 27 28 

29 

16th Sunday after  

Pentecost 

 

UPC Annual BBQ  

following service 

 

Pet Blessings 

2:00pm 

30      



Minister              Rev. Karen Hartsfield; khartsfield13@gmail.com 

Treasurer             Pat Alexander 

Custodian            J. L. Devine 

Secretary             Jane Eitreim  

Office hours Mon—Fri  9:30Am—1:30 PM   Office phone 859-734-4710 

Church email: upcharrodsburg@bellsouth.net 

Church Website: upcharrodsburg.org  

            SESSION 

 

 

                Jackie Corbit, Clerk of the Session 

 

 

                Class of 2019             Class of 2020          Class of 2021 

                Leona Berg                        Marilyn Allen                Jackie Corbit 

               Tim Prigmore             Irene Mitchell                Pat Rockas 

                                                 

                 Elders serving on the Session, and of legal age, also serve as Trustees.  

 

 2019 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 

Hospitality Committee         Marilyn Allen, mballen39@gmail.com                      859-605-6112 

                  Pat Rockas, rockaspat@gmail.com                            859-279-8089 

 

Mission & Outreach             Leona Berg, ednleona@bellsouth.net                        859-613-7973

                  Irene Mitchell, e.mitchell5@icloud.com                   859-513-2503 

 

Stewardship & Finance        Jackie Corbit, corbitj@gmail.com                              859-605-6128 

 

Nominating Committee        Jackie Corbit, corbitj@gmail.com                             859-605-6128 

 

 

 

Property  Committee      Tim Prigmore, Chair                                       469-260-5879 

 

Worship Committee      Pat Rockas, rockaspat@gmail.com                  859-279-8089 

 

Christian Education              Irene Mitchell, e.mitchell5@icloud.com                   859-513-2503 
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