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 From the crucible of hydrogen and two parts oxygen and a yet undiscovered 

miracle, God formed life as we know it on this planet. Abundant water is the most 

distinguishing characteristic of our planet from the others in our solar system and, from 

all we know to date, from any other heavenly body in all creation. Water covers most of 

the earth, and is the reason that, from a vantage point in space, it has a distinctly blue 

color. Most school children know that now. They see it in a NASA photograph taken 

from space of this beautiful blue planet. There we are in the midst and in the mist of 

deep blue oceans, shining mountain peaks, swirling clouds and gleaming polar ice. 
 

    The ancient creation theorists had little idea of either the vastness or roundness of 

the earth, or of the extent to which it is a watery world. Nevertheless, they reasoned that 

the world originated from and was founded upon a watery abyss, which in some 

translations of the Genesis passage is called “the deep”. Their story is that the word of 

God brings forth creation from primordial chaos. God speaks and it happens. Creation 

by the Word of God expresses the idea of the absolute sovereignty of God in bringing 

something out of nothing. Thus, at God’s Word, light bursts forth and is separated from 

the night, which is regarded as a remnant of uncreated darkness. So the story goes that 

creation proceeds at the Word of a creative God. Not a scientific theory, but a powerful 

statement of faith. Indeed, powerful events are still put in motion by the Word. 
 

1. It is important for us to pause a moment and understand what is meant by 

the (capital letter W) Word of God, as distinguished from a word, or words.  

 



 By Word, we are to understand the very self-expression of God rather than mere 

words of communication. Thus the scriptures are often referred to as the Word, as we 

understand God is continually expressed anew through them. So creation took place by 

the Word or creative expression of God. 
 

 Today, we consider our baptism.  It should be looked at as one of those powerful 

and creative events, but perhaps it has more potential than we are inclined to believe.  

Most of us don’t even remember our baptism because for us, it took place when we 

were infants or little children. But we know we were baptized. Words were spoken and 

promises were made; prayers were uttered and water poured, and we were baptized. 

Baptism, like marriage, is not just done. Rather the sacrament that is begun in churchly 

rite allows us, if we will, to fill it with meaning as we go along. The indelible mark of 

the Christ is upon us, ready to remind us of who we are and to whom we belong. We 

avail ourselves of the hope and intent that was present at our baptism, and come to 

realize that we are indeed God’s children, when we are open to God. God’s presence is 

in us, and upon us the favor of God rests. 
 

2. Today we reconsider Christ’s baptism and how he was marked and set aside 

for ministry.   
 

 During Advent, we remembered Jesus’ cousin John the baptizer. In fact, the 

church has, for a long time, made the Christian year revolve around baptism. In this 

season between Christmas and Easter we look at our baptism. Lent was a time when the 

early church meditated upon their baptism and prepared to baptize recent converts and 

children during the Easter vigil. Most of all, it was a time to reconfirm baptismal vows 

and “remember whose we are.” 
 

   John the Baptist was preaching and calling people to repentance and baptism in 

the waters of the River Jordan, symbolic of cleansing and forgiveness of God. He was 

calling them to new life, and their baptism by water was to be the sign of that turning 



point in their life. John did not call individuals. We have added that twist as our own 

American heresy. No one baptized themselves, only John, using the power of God. He 

called his nation back to him after they, as a whole, had fallen away. Even the new 

nation or Israel of God were called as a people — not separately. John is so much 

attuned to the plan of God, that he is more than happy to subjugate himself to a greater 

prophet, his cousin Jesus. He proclaimed: “The one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I 

have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:8) 

The inference is that the baptism with water is the beginning. There will be something 

more to fill and complete it. Then came Jesus of Nazareth to be baptized. It was clearly 

a choice Jesus made to define the role he had chosen in answer to the call of God in his 

life. And here Mark gives us a vision as through Jesus’ eyes. 
 

 First, the Bible tells us that Jesus was coming up out of the water. (Let me say a 

word here. There are those who believe that this means that his head popped up from 

under the water. Scholars don’t know. Whether it means that, or whether he was 

walking up the bank when God spoke, we just don’t know.) The important event here is 

the vision. Jesus saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on 

him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased”. (Or “upon you my favor rests.”) (Mark 1:10-11) 
 

 Behold what the Word of God has created this time! Theologians have differed as 

to why Jesus came to John to be baptized. Yet by doing so he invites each one of us to 

our own fulfillment of the baptismal covenant, and to live as people who know we 

belong to God. He goes before us so we may imitate him and be bearers of the light to 

all those who suffer in the darkness of adversity or oppression, pain or grief. That’s 

another part of that early creation story; the Word of God once again bringing forth light 

from darkness. So the fulfilling of our baptism is when the word continues to go forth 



through us. Imagine that! That means that our part of the baptismal covenant is to live 

by decision and intent as children of God. 
 

3. We can live intentionally. 
 

 There are so many who live on an accidental basis, and very often with 

disappointing results. We all need some principle around which to organize our lives so 

as not to live in selfish or uncreative ways. Certainly, there are other reasonable 

principles around which good and fruitful lives may revolve, for we all know good 

people who are not the least religious, at least not in any traditional sense. But we have 

been initiated by our baptism into the way of Jesus as a means of putting us in accord 

with the Source and Creator of life, the Speaker of the Word. We go to church today 

because we continue to make that choice. We do not leave the direction of our lives to 

chance, nor to someone else’s choice, but choose to walk in the way Jesus leads us. 
 

 God was very intentional when he became flesh and dwelt among us.  He knew 

that we could never follow the letter of an unbending law, but we can follow a flesh and 

blood man like Jesus. He exhibits the Word of God because he is the word become 

flesh. How can we fail to know how to live? We have seen the way in Jesus. 
 

 A fellow pastor had three teenage daughters. They were normal, wonderful, 

bright, exuberant young people, living life to the fullest. One evening when they were 

going out to a party at the home of one of their friends, and after they said their good-

byes to their parents, they headed for the door, which their father held open for them. As 

they went by, he said, “Have a great time, and remember whose you are.” 

 

 Those of you who have one, know what the problems are with an ink jet printer. 

The ink is water soluble. That means that the impressions on files that get wet or even 

moist will run and be unintelligible. However, if you get ink jet ink on your person, you 



will not be able to wash it off. That ink that runs on paper is different on human skin. To 

our skin it is indelible. The mark may be with you for several days. 
 

 One minister, when asked about infant baptism and its effects on babies said this, 

“If a cat can jump in a baby’s cradle and produce a phobia that will cause that person to 

fear cats all their life, how do you know that the Holy Spirit cannot use the water to 

mark that child indelibly all the rest of its life?” All of us have been marked by God as 

he works through the Holy Spirit to mark us with the water baptism of Jesus. We are 

born of the spirit and water. If we don’t allow the world to wash our mark away, we are 

God’s. 
 

 Every time we go into the world, God asks us to remember whose we are.  We are 

not our own, nor do we belong to a boss, family, mortgage, or even a cause.  We belong 

to God and bear the mark of his spirit. 
 

Prayer: Holy God, you sent your Son to be baptized among sinners, to seek and 

save the lost. May we, who have been baptized in his name, never turn away from the 

world, but reach out in love to rescue the wayward, by the mercy of Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 


