
THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD SUNDAY April 12, 2020 

Welcome and Announcements  

Welcome to UPC worship in the midst of “social distancing.”  It is a stressful time in our 

community, our state, and our world, but God’s promise in Matthew 28: 20, the Great 

Commission, assures Christians, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Though we 

are not physically together on this Easter Sunday, we are together as we read the words of this 

bulletin that provides comfort and assurance by a former pastor, Bert Eyster.  May the words 

contained in this bulletin and the words of the sermon speak to your heart and help you 

celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Let us worship God. 

Gathering Around God’s Word 

Call to Worship:  

 L: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

 C: The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Opening Prayer 

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the 

Lord of life. From the waters of death you raise us with him and renew your gift of life within 

us. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ and help us to grow as 

your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Christ our Lord, we pray. 

Amen. 

Call to confession             

God delivers us from the bondage of sin, God heeds the cry of his people and is the redeemer of 

all who trust. In faith and penitence, let us confess our sin before God and one another using the 

prayer printed below. 

The Prayer of Confession: 

Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin and death. 

We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the ways that lead to 

death. We overlook the poor and the hungry, and pass by those who mourn; we are deaf 

to the cries of the oppressed, and indifferent to calls for peace; we despise the weak, and 

abuse the earth you made. Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to 

change our lives and make us new, that we may know the joy of life abundant given in 

Jesus Christ, the risen Lord. Amen.  

Moment of Silent Reflection 

 



Assurance of Pardon 

The Son of God came into the world to free us all from sin and death. God breathes upon the 

church with the power of his Holy Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ. I declare, 

in the name of Jesus Christ: we are forgiven. 

Proclaiming God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination 

Our most gracious Heavenly Father, let us listen attentively to your word, recalling your saving 

deeds throughout history and how, in the fullness of time, your Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us: Jesus Christ, our Redeemer! Amen. 

 

New Testament Lesson:                           Acts 10:34-41                                  NT (P) 121 

Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 

every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ-- he is Lord of all. That 

message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 

doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  We are 

witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging 

him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the 

people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after 

he rose from the dead. 

                           L: This is the word of the Lord 

      C: Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Lesson:                                    Matthew 28:1-10                        NT page 32 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 

Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance 

was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and 

became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are 

looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 

see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, `He has been raised from the 

dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my 

message for you."  So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of 



his feet, and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my 

brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."  

                                                           L: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 

 

SERMON: God’s Shared Hunger 

 If there is a time when you can luxuriate in literalism, Easter is it! Russian and Greek 

Orthodox Christians greet each other every Sunday with, “Christ is Risen.”  There is always a 

quick and sudden reply, “He is risen indeed!”  It’s as fast as Southerners greet each other with 

“Christmas Gift!” on Christmas day. 

 A word of caution - there is literalism and there is literalism.  After being seated at a 

seafood restaurant, the customer asked the waitress for a lobster tail.  The waitress smiled 

sweetly and began, "Once upon a time there was this beautiful lobster . .”   

 The pastor who follows the lectionary in this year of what is known as the common 

lectionary is given a choice on Easter. There are two tales. The one in John focuses on the 

empty tomb. Matthew tells of the risen Christ.  The Matthew account literally dances and shines 

with the awesome wonder of the event. One commentator said, “For Matthew, the resurrection 

is a parade, a party, a pull-out-all-the-stops production number.” It is as if God is playing a pipe 

organ with unlimited size, endless wind and rank on rank of mixture pipes. Then with both 

divine hands, he presses the perfect notes. The result is what the rock group U2’s Bono says, 

“the universe exploded in one man’s life.” Easter is our spiritual supernova. 

1.  Do you have doubts about the resurrection?  Look at the story. 

 In Matthew, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary hurry to the tomb as the day breaks. 

Because of the sabbath beginning on the Friday afternoon he died on the cross, there was no 

time to anoint his body for burial. He had been wrapped and placed in Joseph of Aramethia’s 

donated tomb and a huge stone had been rolled across the opening. Suddenly, while they are 

worrying about how they will move this big rock, an earthquake shakes the ground under their 

feet. Those wishing to rationalize this immense stone’s rolling back as an earthquake result 

have a simple explanation. However, Matthew will have none of it. For him the earthquake is 

no workhorse. It is merely a doorbell announcing the arrival of a rock rolling angel.   

 This is no namby-pamby, fluffy creature. This angel is truly miraculous. His “appearance 

was like lightning.” Dazzling, striking, and unexpected. Snow was rare in this desert region, but 

Matthew says he was white as snow. The guards who stood as tall and straight as imperial 

Rome itself became weak-kneed and worthless. Matthew’s angel asks no questions but makes a 

statement and commands them. “He is not here, for he has risen.” He then shows them the 

empty tomb. Then he directs them, “go quickly and tell his disciples.” No wonder they were 

filled “with fear and great joy.” 



 Matthew is not finished with miracles. Jesus appears. There is no subtlety or subterfuge 

in his first resurrection appearance. His appearance is clear and his exclamation straightforward 

and joyous - “Greetings!” These two women who are willing to go unprotected to the tomb of 

their dead Lord, flanked by pugnacious Roman soldiers, do exactly as the angel commands. 

They follow the path to his frightened followers and tell exactly what they have seen and what 

has happened. 

 Let’s not fool ourselves. We say that it is more difficult for us to believe in the 

resurrection because of our twentieth century critical, empirical, scientific, rational method. The 

women and the disciples of the first century had a much greater leap of faith. Death has been 

around for a long time. First century people knew its face better than we. They saw him thirst. 

Maybe Christina Rossetti revisited those first century disciples when she wrote,  

“I lift mine eyes and see 

Thee, tender Lord, in pain upon the tree 

A thirst for my sake and a thirst for me.” 

 Those first century Christians had seen his eyes close as he said, “it is finished,” and 

“Father into your hands I commend my spirit.” They had seen the last breath, the spear that 

pierced his side, the blood and the water and the broken limp body.  For those who knew the 

living, laughing, loving Jesus, there was no doubt that he was stone cold dead. We have our 

ways of denying death with our sterilized, sanitized, fully equipped hospital rooms. We have 

been known to keep the shell breathing long after the body gave up. Not so with the disciples 

and those women who knew him when he lived. They had carried that heavy, limp, lifeless 

body to what was supposed to be a final resting place. 

2.  Let us not rationalize the resurrection away. 

 It is not a pretty story or even one that can be placed in rational format. As I prayed one 

morning last week, it occurred to me that in an unbridled moment of vivid imagination I could 

not make up such an unusual story as the birth, life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

He could not be just a prophet, smart teacher and excellent leader as some non-Christian 

skeptics have maintained.  Better to reject him outright than to ignore that wonderful angel and 

that sweet greeting to the women and his disciples. John Updike (“Seven Stanzas at Easter” 

from Telephone Poles and Other Poems) wrote this poem.  

 

“Make no mistake; if he rose at all it is as his body; 

if the cell’s dissolution did not reverse, the molecules reknit, 

the amino acids rekindle, the church will fail. 
 

It is not as the flowers, each soft spring recurrent; 



it was not as his Spirit in the mouth and fuddled eyes of eleven apostles; 

it was as his flesh: ours. 
 

The same hinged thumbs and toes, 

the same valved heart that-pierced-died, 

withered paused and then regathered out of enduring might 

new strength to enclose. 
 

Let us not mock God with metaphor,  

analogy, sidestepping, transcendence; 

making of the event a parable, a sign 

painted in the faded credulity of earlier ages; 

let us walk through the door. 
 

The stone is rolled back, not paper mache, not a stone in a story, 

but the vast rock of materiality that in the slow grinding time  

will eclipse for each of us the wide light of day. 
 

And if we will have an angel at the tomb, 

make it a real angel  . . . 

vivid with hair, opaque in the dawn light, 

robed in real linen spun on a definite loom. 

Let us not seek to make less monstrous, 

for our convenience, our own sense of beauty, 

lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, 

we are embarrassed by the miracle . . .” 

 

3.  The good news of Easter. 

 The truth is that God has been rolling stones away from the pathways of our salvation 

from the beginning. Easter is God's doing—all the way. The good news of Easter is not alone 

the proof that God can do a resurrection. During his earthly ministry, Jesus raised at least three 

people from the dead: Lazarus, the widow's son and Jairus' daughter.   



 Good Friday is the story of a thirsty savior dying for our salvation and forgiveness. Easter 

is the story a hungry God who will leave no stone unturned for the salvation of any and all who 

will accept eternal life—not sometime in the future—but now. This event made profound 

changes in the lives of those early disciples. Peter had no reason to accept a dirty Gentile like 

Cornelius, yet he proclaims the good news to this non-Jew. He even chastises those who would 

withhold the water of baptism from Gentiles. (Acts 10:47) 

 On Friday, November 22, 1963 President Kennedy was fatally shot. Within an hour, nine 

of ten people in America knew the news. The rate of the diffusion of the news about the shuttle 

disaster and the Persian Gulf War was just as fast.   

 Easter news is different.  First, it is good news, not bad. Secondly, understanding the fact 

of an empty tomb and a risen Lord is not as important as experiencing the risen Lord. If you do 

not believe the story enough to tell it to others - members of your family who are lost or 

lukewarm; neighbors who stay home from church - you haven’t been with the risen Lord 

enough. When you live in the presence of Jesus, every Sunday; when you do not just attend, but 

hang on every word; when you commune regularly; pray at home daily; read your Bible; 

involve yourself in the study of the Bible; get active in church programs—when you live with 

Jesus every day; then your doubts, confusion and apathy cannot help but begin to take care of 

themselves. Then you will realize that you possess all the evidence you will ever need to 

convince you of the truth of the resurrection! Then you will be sure that God exists. You will 

see him everywhere. Then your faith will truly matter to you and you will share the hunger of 

God!  

Let us pray. Oh Lord, you have reached out for us from the beginning. Each covenant - 

rainbows, laws, the fabric of society, the heroes of the past - all call us to throw our doubts 

away and follow the way of self-sacrifice, of prayer, of love. Thank you for removing all the 

stones of indifference and replacing them with the hugs of a loving church family. Amen. 

Responding to God’s Word 

*The Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord;  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified,  dead,  and buried;  he descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead;  he ascended into heaven,  and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty;  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and 

the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen 

Prayer of Dedication  

We stand to bless you before we partake of the feast of our Lord with love in our hearts, hopes 

in our imaginations, peace in our witness, and reverence in our souls. We thank you for the 



presence of the King of the Universe. Your presence wings our feet to do your will. Bless these 

offerings of your bounty and bless us as we offer ourselves for your kingdom’s glory. Amen. 

Invitation to the Table 

Let us remember that it is the Lord’s table, not the Presbyterian’s table so all who follow Jesus 

Christ, regardless of denominational preference are invited, yea urged to partake and share the 

feast. Jesus said: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”    

Jesus said: Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 

you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls. I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 

hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. Blessed are those who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 L: The Lord be with you. 

 C: And also with you.  

 L: Lift up your hearts. 

 C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer:  

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, eternal and triune God, whom 

we worship as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In Jesus Christ you spoke the word that brought the 

world into being. By the Holy Spirit you brought order out of chaos and breathed life into your 

creatures. In parental love, you stood by us in spite of our disobedience, correcting us with 

gracious reproof, and welcoming us again into your loving embrace. When you gave us your 

Son, Jesus Christ, he took upon himself the weight of our sin and carried the burden of our 

guilt. Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this wine from the 

gifts you have given us, and celebrate with joy the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. 

Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of ourselves, 

that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and risen. 

Nurture us at this table, O God, that we may grow to the stature of Jesus Christ. Help us to love 

you above all else and to love our neighbor as we love you. As our savior Christ has taught us, 

we pray the prayer he taught us: 

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 



debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen 

Communion of the People  

According to the the holy institution of our Lord Jesus Christ,  and in remembrance of him, we 

do this: For on the night he was betrayed,  he took the bread and when he had blessed and given 

thanks,  he broke it,  and said,  this is my body broken for you:  this do in remembrance of me. 

After the same manner also, our Lord took the cup after he had supped, saying, this is the new 

covenant in my blood.  This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me 

 L: These are the gifts of God, for the people of God. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 

Prayer after Communion (Unison)  

We thank you Father, that we are bound to Christ and with each other; that we are united 

in communion with all the faithful in heaven and on earth. Nourish us with Christ’s body 

and blood that we may mature into the fullness of Christ; keeping us faithful as Christ’s 

body, representing Christ and doing God’s work in the world. Amen. 

Bearing God’s Word into the World 

* Benediction        

 L: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord in the power of his resurrection.  

 C: Alleluia!  


