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                                                              Sermon: Which Jesus? 

     Exodus 33:12-23; John 3:1-21 
 

Did you know that Barabbas’ first name was Jesus?  Pilate gave the mob a choice between 

two men that they might crucify on Passover Eve.  Both were named Jesus.  One was a thief.  One 

was God.  One was lawless.  One wanted to save the lawless.  One was a crook.  One knew no 

sin.  One asked nothing of anyone.  One asked to be Master and Lord. 
 

That mob may have set the tone for the next two thousand years.  Which Jesus would the 

world pick?  The Prince of Peace or some common criminal.  It was three hundred years before 

the Emperor Constantine accepted Jesus and those few followers were able to climb out of the 

catacombs. 
 

1.  Do we as Christians fully accept Jesus as Christ and Lord? 
 

When Jesus asked people to follow him, he was not requesting a sometimes thing predicated 

upon convenience.  To the man who said, "let me bury my father first", he told him that he was not 

ready.  For those who would not come to the banquet, he explained that God would invite others - 

others who would come.  For the rich young man whose possessions prohibited him from making 

the sacrifice, Jesus allowed him to walk away.  He did not follow after him begging that he 

reconsider. 
 

Is our commitment unequivocal?  Is he the Lord and Master of your heart?  There is a very 

familiar refrain in the Old Testament that Jesus would have recited with his parents as a small 

child.  It reads like this, (1Chron. 16:15 & 16)  For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 

he is to be revered above all gods.  For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the LORD made 

the heavens. 
 

When you first read that passage, you might think the Jews were pantheistic.  Does it not 

acknowledge more than one god?  Well it does and it doesn’t.  As soon as it says that he is to be 

revered above all other gods it quickly acknowledges that all other gods are manmade and 

therefore idols.  (That means that since they are manmade, they don’t really exist.) 



I remember reading Nietzsche once and thinking that he was unjustly blamed for the “death 

of God” fad.  The great character Zarathustra was definitely, with all his loving acts of care and 

compassion, a Christ figure.  When the fool comes into the village proclaiming the “death of 

God,” he is not saying that God died.  What he is saying is that the villagers, many of whom 

considered themselves good Christians, had effectively killed God in their lives.  Because they 

were unfeeling and showed no compassion, they had killed the image of God in their hearts. 
 

There is an ancient myth that says that an angel asked where he might hide the unmistakable 

proof of the existence of God.  “On the mountaintops?”  “No,” came the answer.  “They will find 

it there.”  “Then in the depths of the sea?”  “No,” came the answer, “They will surely find it 

there.”  “Where then?”  “Place it deep within the human heart, they will never look there?” 
 

We miss so many opportunities to accept our cross and follow Jesus. We put other gods in 

place of him.  We worship when it is convenient.  Instead of first fruits, we give leftovers.  We 

hold enough petty jealousy, petty peeves, and unforgiven attitudes that it is hard to tell us at times 

from the pagans.  We mock Jesus by accepting counterfeit gods.  When the television, the 

commercial quest for possessions or prestige, outweighs our commitment to him, we mock him.  

We accept Jesus Barabbas, not Jesus Christ.     
 

2.  Are we fully converted? 
 

In his book,  The Lord’s Creed,  George Ingle wrote,  “Someone once said that there are 

three conversions in a man’s life - first to Christ,  then to the church,  and then back to the world.” 
 

In the first conversion, we recognize the wonder of following Jesus and being for-given.  

We realize that he can do for us what we could never do for ourselves.  We are saved, his 

converted,  entranced by the way of love and compassion.   
 

Hopefully the second conversion comes soon.  This one is the conviction that this 

experience brings both privilege and responsibility of becoming a member of the fellowship of 

people who have had the same experience.  People who share the same belief structure and are 

willing to share their talents and time together, grow in grace. Without this fellowship, the first 

conversion soon dies. 

 



The third step in conversion is the awareness that we are not converted only for our own 

sake.  We are not converted just to enter the society of believers.  No, for our conversion to really 

mean something, we must come to the realization that we are here to take upon our shoulders and 

into our hearts the sin, the suffering, and the sorrow of the world. 
 

The oldest and shortest creed of the church was also the best description of the Christian.  It 

is found in the tenth chapter of Romans (ninth verse) and the second chapter of Philippians (verse 

eleven).  “For me, Jesus Christ is Lord.”  Herbert Butterfield gave good advice when he said, 

“Hold to Christ, and for the rest be totally uncommitted.”     
  

3. When conversion is complete and Christ is our Lord, wonderful things happen. 
 

As a whole, history has not accepted Jesus as Lord. For the most part, people have chosen 

Jesus Barabbas the crook. That is why we have experienced so much inhumanity to man and so 

many wars. 
 

One outstanding example of what can happen when people accept Jesus the Messiah as 

Lord occurred in 1899. It was in this year that a frontier dispute between Chile and Argentina 

brought about a highly volatile situation. By Easter of 1900, the two armies were poised to strike 

each other. During Holy Week, Monsignor Benavente preached in Buenos Aires Argentina, a 

passionate appeal for peace. News of the sermon carried to Chile, where the bishop there took up 

the message. At first, nothing seemed to happen, but bit by bit the people of both nations were 

caught up in this great movement for peace. The will of the people forced both governments to do 

something they had resisted: They submitted to the arbitration of King Edward VII of Britain. 
 

A treaty was entered, that promised to submit all future conflicts to the same successful 

arbitration. Then a wonderful thing happened. The guns on the frontier fortress being useless, were 

taken to the arsenal in Buenos Aires, where they were melted down and molded into that 

marvelous bronze statue of Jesus. The right hand is stretched out in blessing and the left holds a 

cross. 
 

It was decided to take the massive statue up the thirteen-thousand feet to the frontier. It was 

taken by train as far as the railway went. It was taken on gun carriages drawn by mules as far as 

they could go. Then the final distance to the top, it was dragged up with ropes by soldiers and 

sailors. 



On March 13, 1904, it was at last erected and unveiled. It still stands as a beacon of peace, 

looking out over Buenos Aires and Chile. Beneath, it is written these words: “These mountains 

themselves, shall fall and crumble to dust before the people of the Chile or Argentine Republics 

forget their solemn covenant sworn at the feet of Christ.”  On the other side, is inscribed the text 

from the second chapter of Ephesians(14),  “He is our peace who hath made both one.” 
 

Isn’t that a tale worth telling and remembering.  Better still, it is a story worth emulating.  

When we choose the right Jesus - not the thief, but the one that would be our Lord - then we 

ourselves, our church, and the world as we know it can be changed by his rulership.   
 

Today, more than ever, we need the Prince of Peace. The guns of war need to be melted 

down as a result of submitting to the will of the Master. Two countries at each other’s throats, 

sought arbitration and became friends. Paul reminds his Christian friends that the way of Christ is 

the way of humility. When we think more of the needs of others than our own needs, the result is 

harmony, love and peace. With Christ, there is no war, only peace. 

 

Let us pray: Our most gracious Heavenly Father, we are humbled by those forces that come our 

way that have nothing to do with us: natural disaster, storms, disease, the pestilence that stalks at 

night. Yet there are choices that help define who we are and what our future holds. Grant us 

courage; grant us wisdom; for the living of these days. Calm our war like ways and grant us your 

peace. Amen   

 

 

 
 

 

 


