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                                     John 9:1-41 

 Blindness and Sight 
 

 John 9:1-3    As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  Jesus answered, “Neither 

this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him. 
 

 Jesus, like great philosophers, prophets and teachers walked while his twelve disciples 

followed and asked questions. With trains, planes, buses and cars, this practice has changed. But 

with Plato, Aristotle, Jeremiah and Jesus, they walked and talked. The questions recorded in great 

dialogues like the Republic, Isaiah, or John, are almost as important as the answers. "Jesus, see 

that blind man," ask the disciples, "What happened? Was God punishing him or his parents? What 

did they do wrong, what sin?” 
 

 In this case Jesus wants his disciples to listen more carefully. He wants them to think 

deeper. Jesus had already answered their question about sin. (Luke 9:4) Or those eighteen who 

were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders 

than all the others living in Jerusalem?  Jesus is saying, "life is like that." It rains on the just and 

the unjust.  
 

 Let's face it, some people are born the way they are. Dr. Kenneth Forman was right when he 

said, "Every little guy and every little gal is born conservative or liberal." Ron Chernow explains 

the great riff between Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton by the way they were born. "Burr 

embodied the old aristocracy. . . Hamilton the new meritocracy." They were born that way. Get 

used to it. 
 

 If he had been the professor in a classroom with students taking notes, Jesus would say, 

"grip your pencils and write because I am going to deliver a bombshell point." He then talks about 

the blind man and says, "so that God's works might be revealed in him.” 
 

 John 9:4-5  We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 

when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.  

 



 There you have it. “the light of the world.” Yes, he is God and God is going to save the 

world. He says “work” three times. It won't be easy. Work is hard, repetitive, and sometimes very 

controversial. Sometimes it is quietly done. Sometimes it is earthy. The glass that covers the face 

of your smartphone was once common sand.  
 

 And now Jesus goes to work. He mixes a strange assortment of earthy with conservative 

elements from the past and special demands for the future.  
 

 John 9:6-7 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 

spread the mud on the man's eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means 

Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see.  
 

 Was it the saliva from the mouth of the Son of God? Was it the sand? Was it the ancient 

pool of Siloam? Here we have a strong mixture of the Holy of God and the secular of human 

beings. In the hands of Jesus, who knows what is Holy and what is not? In his hands, we see the 

practical and the wildest dreams mixed together.  
 

 No wonder there is skepticism. Who in their right mind would believe a man born blind 

could now see after such strange work? 
 

 John 9:8-12  The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, 

“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he?” Others were saying, 

“No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, 

“Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it 

on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my 

sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 

 Yes, this is the man and the man readily testifies that it was Jesus who healed him. He 

doesn’t know where Jesus is because he did what Jesus asked him do. He left him because Jesus 

said, “go”. Sometimes it is lonely without Jesus. Sometimes we have to take a stand not knowing 

where Jesus is, but knowing that we are doing what he asks us to do. One young person says, “no, 

I will not look at the answers, the cheat sheet, because it isn’t right.” An adult says, “ I will return 

the unpaid for item to the store, even though the cash register failed to record it.” Another says, “I 

will forgive my enemy because Jesus asked me.” 

 



 Now the real work begins. The holy people of the time; the people who judge; the religious 

people; the hypocrites; the Pharisees investigate the healing. 
 

 John 9:13-17 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it 

was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began 

to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes”. “Then I 

washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 

observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And 

they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him?” “ It was 

your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 

 Modern day hypocrites and those in the days of Jesus have the same chant. “We never did it 

that way before. We follow the law. We know what the law says. In this case, Jesus worked on the 

Sabbath.” And yes, it was work, just like the time he healed the paralytic, or the time he and the 

disciples ate wheat in the grain fields. The law of love, the way of compassion, always trumps the 

law. While the man healed does not know where Jesus is, he stands up for him. He owns him and 

his healing. “He is a person who speaks for God” says the man who can see, “He is a prophet.” 
 

John9:18-23 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 

until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your 

son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know 

that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor 

do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents 

said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 

confessed Jesus to be the Messiah, would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, 

“He is of age; ask him.” 
 

 The parents are probably most typical of socially accepted behavior today. They are loyal to 

family but do not want to stray from what the hypocrites are charging. Let’s face it. The Pharisees 

were in charge. They owned the temple, the law, the money changers tables and the social 

structure. Behind all their pious platitudes was profit: making money, holding power. They are 

solidly behind their son, but cannot support Jesus, even though he made their son see. The light of 

the world had come but they chose darkness. The drab walls of the synagogue meant more to them 

that what they owed Jesus and the light he represents. 



 The parents fink out. “He is of age; ask him.” “Surely,” his parents are thinking, “our son 

will not imperil our standing in the community.” But their son once blind, surprises them all. He 

shows courage, fortitude, gratitude. He is on the road to becoming a Christian. He issues a creed 

for the ages, “though I was blind, now I see.” He has been touched and he knows it. When we are 

touched by the savior of the world, we see more than scenery. We see our sin, it is true. But we see 

much more. 
 

 

John 9:24-27 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 

to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know 

whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, 

“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you 

already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become 

his disciples?”  
 

 The man once blind, almost repeats Jesus’ great commission: “Go and make disciples of all 

nations.” He challenges the detractors of Jesus. He asks them if they want to join the Christian 

band. Doesn’t everyone deserve a chance, even one that is dead set against Christ? Sure, there are 

those so enamored by popularity or their next purchase, that they ignore our church family or the 

way of Christ.  But don’t we need to tell them what he does and what he means to us? 
 

 John 9:28-34  Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 

Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 

comes from” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 

from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen 

to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that 

anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do 

nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” 

And they drove him out. 
 

 It does not end well for the man, once blind. Not only will they not listen, they reject Jesus, 

and drive him away. Who is the blind one here? Then Jesus explains to the man whose parents 

stayed with the hypocrites and who is driven away from well-respected people what it means to be 

well. We focus so much on medicine, healing, illness, and disease, that we forget what wellness is 

all about. It shocks us that those who eat right, exercise, and stay slim are healthier than those of 



us that indulge in what the Bible calls “the flesh”. Yet, wellness is much more important than 

curing disease. For wellness, Jesus is the Great Physician. Luke, being a doctor explains how Jesus 

makes people well, physically, morally, socially, spiritually and eternally. The gospel of John, 

here, is even more specific. 

 

 John 9:35-39 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, 

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 

believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He 

said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so 

that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.”  
 

 Jesus gives the man a final lesson that we should practice daily. A Scottish minister was 

serving communion. A member of his congregation would not partake. She refused the cup and 

loaf. He grabbed the cup and bread and went to her. “Why” he said, “will you not take part in the 

feast of our Lord?” “Oh, I am such a sinner,” she said. “I am not worthy.” He brought the cup and 

bread even closer and said, “Lass, this is for you. All of us are not worthy.” Jesus makes it clear 

that those of us who see ourselves as righteous, cannot make ourselves righteous. Only God can 

do that and only after we admit that we are unworthy sinners. 
 

 John 9:40-41 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are 

not blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that 

you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

 The Pharisees had fine-tuned the law so carefully, that only they, with their special club and 

its rituals, could be members. They saw themselves as special, certainly not like those they called 

“the other”: sinners, unclean, foreign, Samaritans and others who were not party affiliates. Today, 

we are still blinded by exclusive terms. Only those of us who readily admit our brokenness can 

see, no matter how dimly. It is recognizing our sinfulness that we ready ourselves for the light that 

breaks through our darkness, and we see. 

 

 

 

 

            

 


