
 United Presbyterian Church                 November 29, 2020 

              Harrodsburg, Kentucky 

  

Dear UPC Family, 

November 29th is the first Sunday in Advent, and though we cannot be present in person to 

share in the traditional church family lighting the candle each week, I am sending the readings, 

prayer, and hymn that would be used if we had services. I hope you will find this helpful in 

your worship time at home. Following is the first Advent candle lighting service.  Jackie 

 

                     First Sunday in Advent: Hope 

 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into winter's 

season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has Christianized that practice in the 

lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who 

is coming again in all fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great 

Day, we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ's coming into the darkness of our world, 

lighting candles of hope, peace, joy and love, and remembering the promises of God with 

prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, 

remembering the promises of God with prayer.  

 

Family:  We light this candle in hope. 

 

Hear God’s promise of hope from Isaiah 2:2-4: 

     In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the 

mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples 

shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God 

of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion 

shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between 

the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 



and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 

they learn war any more. 

 

Prayer: 

 Faithful God, out of war’s chaos, you bring the order of peace. Renew us in hope, that we 

may work toward Christ’s advent of peace among all nations. God of promise, God of hope, 

into our darkness come. 

 

 

Hymn:  Verse 1 of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Call to Worship: Isaiah 2:5 

Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

         


