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Rev. Karen 

Hartsfield 

 A new year. Fresh start. Opportunity to reinvigorate. One  

aspect of my call into ministry is God’s command for me to “Be a 

bridge.” While I was in seminary, I searched for the word “bridge” 

in both Hebrew and Greek books of the Bible. I found no word 

that’s translated into English as “bridge.” Yet, Jesus would have crossed over plenty of Roman 

bridges. There are ruins still today, scattered around the region. 

Then, one day, I asked my retired bridge-engineer Dad for another word for “bridge.”  

Immediately, he said, “Conduit.” 

 What’s a “conduit”? “A natural or artificial channel through which something (as a fluid) is 

conveyed.” “A means of transmitting or distributing.” Right away, I found a Hebrew word that 

means “conduit.” A “high way” or path. For example, an aqueduct, with a highway built on top.  

In the book of Numbers (20:17), people want to pass through the land of Edom without 

prompting a military response. They promise, “…We will go along the King’s Highway, not  

turning aside to the right hand or to the left until we have passed through your territory." 

King Hezekiah’s tunnel in Jerusalem is a water conduit that fills a pool. There’s a photo 

online of a person climbing through a now-dry part, which prompted me to imagine Jesus  

escaping hostile pursuers by ducking inside a hidden tunnel access. After all, it had been built by 

one of his ancestors in faith. 

The photo reminded me of a narrative in John’s gospel (5:2-16). “Now in Jerusalem by the 

Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay 

many invalids-- blind, lame, and paralyzed.  One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight 

years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to 

him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ The sick man answered him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me 

into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps 

down ahead of me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Stand up, take your mat and walk.’ At once the man was 

made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. Now that day was a sabbath. So the 

[religious leaders] said to the man who had been cured, ‘It is the sabbath; it is not lawful for you 

to carry your mat.’  But he answered them, ‘The man who made me well said to me, 'Take up your 

mat and walk.'’ 12 They asked him, ‘Who is the man who said to you, 'Take it up and walk'?’ Now 

the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the crowd  
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that was there.  Later Jesus found him in the temple and said to 

him, ‘See, you have been made well! Do not sin anymore, so that 

nothing worse happens to you.’ The man went away and told the 

[religious leaders] that it was Jesus who had made him well. 

Therefore the [religious leaders] started persecuting Jesus, because he was doing such things on 

the sabbath.” 

What had learning the word “conduit” meant for me, personally? That I wasn’t to lay down 

and flatten my personality, for the sake of God’s Word to flow across me. I was to be a conduit. 

God’s Word was to flow “through,” me, not “across” me. It’s a much healthier mental image. But 

still a tall order! 

My point is the persistence required, in embodying God’s Word for others. God’s call to 

each of us is steadfast faithfulness. It’s an orientation outside ourselves, extending beyond 

United’s four walls. Just as United’s hospitality committee is planning, on Feb. 3rd -- to feed  

hungry folks in the community.  

What if the point is to serve with hungry folks, rather than for them? That’s what Jesus did. 

He asked the sick man first, whether he wanted to be healed. Yes, the man replied. But for 38 

years, others had jumped in ahead of him. And so, Jesus had healed him. And then, required the 

man to do something for himself -- to “take your mat and walk.” He did so. 

How is it, then, that the first thing the man did, after obeying Jesus, was to identify him to 

religious leaders? The consequence was hostility directed toward Jesus. Placement of a huge  

obstacle -- persecution -- into his path. Again, my imagination sparked. Was the healed man upset 

that Jesus had held him accountable for his injury? “Do not sin anymore,” Jesus had told him, “so 

that nothing worse happens to you.” 

Instead of hearing the words as wise advice, had the man received them as a threat? Had he 

been caught doing something illicit? And someone injured him as a result? Guilt might explain 

the man’s lack of gratitude to Jesus for his sudden health.  

Thankfully, for people of faith, Jesus persisted on his course, despite threats to his well-

being. My prayer for the new year is for us to work, persistently, with our Harrodsburg and  

Mercer County neighbors. Happy New Year! 

Rev. Karen 

Hartsfield 
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          KATE RIKER CIRCLE    

Kate Riker Circle will meet again on  Monday,  January 7th, 

10:30am, in Fellowship Hall. We will be studying lesson 5 in 

our books. Laura Devine will lead the devotions. Won’t you 

join us as we start this brand new year? Happy New Year and 

may God Bless each of you. 

Thanks to your generous  

donations we were able to  

provide a very  

Merry Christmas for 2  

Mercer County children. The 

gifts were delivered to the  

Harrodsburg Herald on  

December 12th!  

Live  

nativity at 

u.p.c.  
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ANOTHER YEAR 

 

Here we are again, a brand new year 2019 begins. 

Lets pray it’s a good one, do our best to try, 

help another in any way. 

 

Give from the heart, try to impart a few kind words, 

a smile, a listening ear, 

to those we meet this year. 

 

Did you make resolutions?  

Most of mine are broken in a few months. 

Did you stay up late to watch the New Year in? 

Did you celebrate with friends? 

 

Thank you Lord for this New Year. 

Bless our nation and the world. 

Bless those who protect us everyday, 

whether they are here or fighting far away. 

 

May we show God’s love, 

may His light shine in the darkness. 

Through the trials and worries of our lives, 

show His goodness to others,  

by the things we do or say, 

in everyday of this New Year. 

 

Happy New Year! 

Laura Fugate Devine 
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UPC has just received $70.23 from Kroger. We have 12 

households signed up for the Kroger Community Rewards 

Program. If you have not yet signed up your Kroger Plus 

card, go to Kroger.com/community reward program. 

Margaret Lynn will be celebrating her 103rd birthday on 

January 3; I'm sure you know what a truly wonderful woman 

she is and how much she has added to our church over the 

years. We are hosting a luncheon after church on Sunday, 

January 6th in honor of Margaret. Even if you can't attend 

church, we would love to have you join us for lunch at noon. 

No gift is necessary, all the food has been taken care of by 

church members, so all you need to bring is your good wishes for Margaret which 

you might express in a card and bring your appetite! We hope to see you on Sunday, 

January 6 to help Margaret celebrate. It would really make her day to share this  

special time with  friends. 

Annual meeting of the Congregation, 

Sunday, January 20th after Worship. 

Worship Committee would like to give members of the congrega-

tion the opportunity to help keep fresh flowers in the Sanctuary 

each Sunday. We recognize that many of you provide flowers at 

Easter and Christmas, and we do not want to take away from 

those events; however, if you wish to recognize someone who is 

special to you on a birthday, anniversary or some other life event, you may sign 

up for a specific date on the chart provided on the board at the back of the 

church or contact Jackie Corbit at 605-6128. You may bring the flowers to the 

church yourself or donate the money for them to be bought. Just be sure to 

specify the person/event that is celebrated so that it can be announced in the 

weekly bulletin. 



Upcoming Church Dates 

 

Sunday, January 20th-annual meeting of the  Congregation  

after Worship.  

 

Sunday, January 27th- New Elder Installation 

If you would like to serve your church by volunteering for a committee, liturgist, 

Elder host, or any other church position, please contact Jackie Corbit. 

Lisa Gilbert is  knitting and  crocheting scarves and lap blankets 

for the less fortunate who could use the items to stay warm. If you 

would like to help she could use donations of yarn. There is a box 

in the church narthex for your donations. This is a wonderful  

project and it would be great if we at UPC could support her as she shows God’s 

love to all.  

May God Bless each one of you for your donations 

for the two children from the Love Tree. Their 

Christmas will be made so much happier due to your 

generosity.    

 Santa’s helpers, Jackie Corbit and Laura Devine 

shopped to fill their Christmas wishes. 

 The Mitten Tree is full of caps, socks, scarves and gloves that will be taken to 

the Christian Life Center after Christmas to benefit the people of Mercer County, 

helping them stay warm this year. 

 The Backpack Program is a wonderful way to make sure children have food to 

eat. In January, Kate Riker Circle will give the money you have donated, to the  

Mercer County schools. Our love for each other and the people of our community is 

truly shown by your donations to these causes.  

 The women of Kate Riker Circle want to thank each one of you. May the Spirit 

of God, love, compassion and giving, stay in our hearts all year. 

 

Merry Christmas, 

Laura Fugate Devine 

Kate Riker Circle, Moderator 
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JANUARY 2019 

Margaret Lynn  3 

Mary Baxter   4 

Janette Johnson  9 

Bill Lively  10 

Jack Newton  20 

                      Prayer List 

Members of the Congregation: Mattie Cammack; Ruth Young; Jan Woodard;  

Margaret Knapp; Jack Newton. 

Family and friends of the Congregation: The Family and Friends of Jerry Royalty 

(Leona Berg’s ex-husband); The Family and Friends of Michael Pryor (Sherry’s 

brother); Bill Lively; family and friends quietly remembered and loved; all military 

personnel, and all those suffering the consequences of addiction. 

             MONTHLY REPORT     

Beginning Balance: November 1, 2018  $ 33,460.14 

Income             $  3,796.92 

Total           $37,257.06 

Expenditures         $  4,353.71          

Total                  $32,903.35 

Transfer from Memorial Fund           $____0___    

Ending Balance: November 30, 2018     $32,903.35  

103YEARS

MARGARET 

LYNN      

 
 

When God 

made you,  

He blessed the 

world with a 

very special  

person. 
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We are still collecting food and other items for the Mercer County 

Backpack program. This program supplies basic supplemental food items 

to children in need. Below are the items needed. 

Applesauce – any flavor     Spaghetti and Meatballs 

Apples       Spaghetti noodles 

Beanie Weenies     Spaghetti O’s 

Beef Ravioli      Spaghetti Sauce (canned) 

Beef Stew*      Tuna 

Breakfast Bars      Vienna Sausages 

Canned individual or mixed fruit     

Cereal/any flavor (small boxes) 

Chicken Noodle Soup         Other needed items 

Cornbread mix     Soap, shampoo, conditioner 

Cuties (small oranges)    toothpaste, deodorant, laundry 

Hamburger or Tuna Helper*   detergent, dishwashing liquid 

Instant Oatmeal – any flavor 

Jello Cups 

Jelly – grape/strawberry in plastic jars 

Macaroni and Cheese 

Microwave Popcorn 

Peanut Butter 

Peanut Butter Crackers 

Pizza Kits* 

Pop Tarts – any flavor 

Pudding Cups – any flavor 

Ramen Noodles (chicken flavor) 

Saltine Crackers 

*These items are extremely useful for families to have for easy quick 

meals. Please send them in plastic or cans only. 

MERCER COUNTY  

BACKPACK  

PROGRAM 



                         JANUARY 2019 
   SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 

WEDNES-

DAY 
THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 

NEW YEAR’S 

DAY 

2 3 4 5 

6 

Epiphany of the 

Lord 

 

Margaret Lynn’s 

103 rd birthday  

celebration after 

worship 

7 

Kate Riker 

Circle meets 

10:30am. 

8 9 10 11 12 

13 

Baptism of the 

Lord 

Stated Session 

meeting after 

worship 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 

2nd Sunday after 

Epiphany 

 

Annual meeting 

of the  

congregation  

 

21 

 

 

Birth of 

 Martin Luther 

King Jr.  

22 23 24 25 26 

27 

3rd Sunday after 

Epiphany 

 

New Elder  

installation 

28 29 30 31   

       



Minister              Rev. Karen Hartsfield; khartsfield13@gmail.com 

Treasurer             Pat Alexander 

Custodian            J. L. Devine 

Secretary             Jane Eitreim  

Church Website  upcharrodsburg.org; email: upcharrodsburg@bellsouth.net 

Office hours Mon—Fri  9:30Am—1:30 PM   Office phone 859-734-4710 

       2018 SESSION 

          Jackie Corbit, Clerk of The Session 

              Class of 2018         Class of 2019             Class of 2020  

                 Jackie Corbit         Leona Berg                                Sherry Pryor 

                 Helen Dedman         Janette Johnson                

                            Tim Prigmore                    

           Elders serving on the Session, and of legal age, also serve as Trustees.  
   

                                                   2018 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 Hospitality Committee     Sherry Pryor, Chair                502-558-4464 h 

           bumblebeeranch@hughes.net 

 Mission & Outreach          Leona Berg, Chair        859-613-7973 c 

            ednleona@bellsouth.net 

 Stewardship & Finance     Helen Dedman, Chair        859-583-8999 c 

            Helen@beaumontinn.com 

         Nominating Committee        Leona Berg, Chair        859-613-7973 c 

            ednleona@bellsouth.net 

         Personnel/Session Clerk       Jackie Corbit, Chair                859-605-6128 h 

           corbitj@gmail.com 

 Property  Committee        Helen Dedman, Chair        859-583-8999 c 

            Helen@beaumontinn.com 

 Worship Committee       Janette Johnson, Chair       859-734-7691 h 

           janettejohnson@bellsouth.net 

 Christian Education         Tim Prigmore, Chair           469-260-5879 c 

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                  GOOD NEWS       JANUARY 2019                        PAGE   12 

mailto:upcharrodsburg@bellsouth.net

